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🗞️  WHY IN NEWS

Vadasseri Damodaran Satheesan was sworn in as Kerala’s 13th Chief Minister on May 18, 2026 at

Central Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram, with Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar administering the

oath of office. In a historically significant break from convention, the entire Cabinet of 20 ministers was

sworn in simultaneously with the CM — the first time in nearly six decades this format was used in Kerala.

The occasion drew senior national leaders including Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul

Gandhi, and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

BACKGROUND: THE UDF WAVE — KERALA ELECTION 2026

The United Democratic Front (UDF), led by the Indian National Congress (INC) and the Indian

Union Muslim League (IUML), swept the 2026 Kerala Legislative Assembly elections with a landslide

verdict.

METRIC DETAILS

Total Assembly seats 140

Majority mark 71

UDF seats won 102

LDF (Left Democratic Front) ~35

NDA/BJP 2–3

Election date May 4, 2026 (results declared)

Outgoing CM Pinarayi Vijayan (LDF) — resigned on results day

The UDF’s 102-seat haul is among the largest electoral margins in Kerala’s history, restoring the traditional

power-alternation pattern that the LDF had broken when it won consecutive terms in 2016 and 2021.
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YEAR WINNER ALLIANCE

2001 UDF Congress-led

2006 LDF CPI(M)-led

2011 UDF Congress-led

2016 LDF CPI(M)-led

2021 LDF CPI(M)-led — exception, consecutive

2026 UDF Congress-led

The 2021 LDF win was the only exception in Kerala’s post-1977 political history to the strict alternation

between UDF and LDF, and UDF’s 2026 win reasserts the pattern with extraordinary force.

THE SWEARING-IN CEREMONY — MAY 18, 2026

DETAIL FACT

Venue Central Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram

Date May 18, 2026

Oath administrator Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

Chief Minister Vadasseri Damodaran (VD) Satheesan

Position Kerala’s 13th Chief Minister

Cabinet size CM + 20 ministers = 21 total

Format All 21 sworn in simultaneously — first in nearly six decades

Senior Congress leaders present Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

The simultaneous swearing-in of the entire cabinet with the CM is constitutionally valid but politically

rare. In modern practice, CMs are typically sworn in first, followed by cabinet expansion over days or weeks.

Kerala’s decision to oath the full cabinet together on Day 1:

Kerala’s Alternating Power Pattern

Key Facts

Historical Significance of Simultaneous Oath
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CHIEF MINISTER VD SATHEESAN — PROFILE

ATTRIBUTE DETAIL

Full name Vadasseri Damodaran Satheesan

Constituency Paravur, Ernakulam district

Professional

background

Senior Congress lawyer; advocate at Kerala High Court

Political role before

2026

Leader of the Opposition in the 14th Kerala Legislative Assembly

Alliance Indian National Congress (INC); UDF

Political style Known for sharp legislative floor management and legal acumen; led UDF’s opposition

campaign against the Pinarayi government

Satheesan served as an effective Leader of Opposition, consistently challenging the Pinarayi government on

issues of corruption, gold smuggling case, Sprinklr data controversy, and K-Rail (SilverLine) project — all of

which contributed to LDF’s anti-incumbency.

MINISTER PORTFOLIO (EXPECTED)

VD Satheesan (CM) Finance, Law

Ramesh Chennithala Home

A P Anil Kumar Health

Signals coalition discipline — all alliance partners’ portfolios settled before Day 1.1

Prevents post-oath bargaining over portfolios.2

Was the standard practice in earlier decades of Indian democracy; its return after nearly six decades

is notable.

3

Expected Key Portfolio Allocations
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CABINET COMPOSITION — COALITION ARITHMETIC

Kerala’s 140-seat assembly means the cabinet ceiling under Article 164(1A) is 15% of 140 = 21 members

(including the CM). Satheesan’s cabinet with 20 ministers + CM = 21 is thus exactly at the constitutional

ceiling — no room for later expansion without a resignation or reshuffle.

CONSTITUTIONAL

PROVISION
RELEVANCE

Article 164(1A) Total ministers (including CM) shall not exceed 15% of total House strength;

inserted by 91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003

Kerala Assembly strength 140 seats

15% ceiling 21 members (including CM)

Cabinet size 21 (CM + 20 ministers) — at ceiling

CATEGORY NUMBER

Total cabinet members 21 (CM + 20 ministers)

First-time ministers 14

Women ministers 2

Scheduled Caste (SC) ministers 2

IUML ministers 5

The Indian Union Muslim League (IUML), UDF’s second-largest constituent, received 5 cabinet berths

— reflecting its 22-seat contribution to the UDF tally. The five IUML ministers:

Size and Constitutional Compliance

Cabinet Profile

IUML’s Five Cabinet Berths
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MINISTER NOTE

P K Kunhalikutty Senior IUML leader; multiple-term minister

N Samsudheen IUML

K M Shaji IUML

P K Basheer IUML

V E Abdul Gafoor IUML

CONSTITUTIONAL AND GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK

Article 164 governs the appointment and functioning of the State Council of Ministers:

Article 164 — Council of Ministers

Article 164(1): The Chief Minister shall be appointed by the Governor; other Ministers shall be

appointed by the Governor on the advice of the CM.

Article 164(1A): The total number of Ministers, including the CM, in the Council of

Ministers of a State shall not exceed 15% of the total number of members of the

Legislative Assembly (minimum: 12). This ceiling was inserted by the 91st Amendment, 2003

to prevent bloated cabinets.

Article 164(2): The Council of Ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Legislative

Assembly.

Article 164(3): Before entering upon his office, a Minister shall make and subscribe before the

Governor an oath of office and of secrecy.
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ASPECT DETAIL

Year 2003

Purpose Curb the practice of bloated, non-functional cabinets across states

Key change Inserted Article 164(1A) — capped council of ministers at 15% of House strength

Minimum floor Even if 15% falls below 12, the minimum is 12 ministers

Simultaneous

change

Also amended the Tenth Schedule — required any minister-defector to resign their seat

Background Triggered by Jharkhand and other states having 80+ minister-sized cabinets for political

accommodation

STEP CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS

CM invitation Article 164(1) — Governor appoints CM; convention: largest pre-poll alliance invited first

Oath of office Article 164(3) — Governor administers oath

Cabinet appointment Governor appoints ministers on CM’s advice

Collective responsibility Article 164(2) — to Legislative Assembly

COALITION POLITICS AND IUML’S SIGNIFICANCE

The Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) is one of India’s oldest political parties still operating in its

original form. Founded in 1948 from the remnants of the All India Muslim League (after partition), IUML has

been a cornerstone of the UDF coalition in Kerala.

91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003

Governor’s Role in Government Formation
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FEATURE DETAIL

Founded 1948 (India branch; parent AIML dissolved after partition)

Headquarters Delhi (national HQ, Quaide Millath Centre); Kerala (state presence)

Ideology Secular Muslim identity; democratic participation; social reform

Kerala role Second-largest UDF constituent after Congress

National

significance

Demonstrates that Muslim political parties can participate constructively in democratic coalition

politics within secular framework

Key figure P K Kunhalikutty — national general secretary; multiple-term minister

IUML’s 5 of 21 cabinet berths (~24%) reflects its proportional strength in the UDF coalition and confirms its

role as the coalition’s anchor on minority representation.

UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS2 — Polity Article 164(1A); 91st Amendment; Council of Ministers; constitutional ceiling on cabinet

size

GS2 — Governance Role of Governor in government formation; oath of office; collective responsibility

GS2 — Federalism State elections; coalition politics; UDF-LDF alternation in Kerala; regional party systems

GS2 — Political

Parties

IUML’s role in coalition; Muslim political participation in Indian democracy; Congress-

led UDF

GS1 — Society Caste and community representation in Kerala politics; SC ministers; women ministers

Mains Keywords: Article 164(1A), 91st Constitutional Amendment, Council of Ministers, collective

responsibility, Governor’s role, coalition government, UDF, IUML, simultaneous oath, Kerala alternation

pattern, VD Satheesan, cabinet ceiling

Mains Question (GS2): “The 91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003 placed a ceiling on cabinet size but

left many political loopholes intact. Critically evaluate its effectiveness in curbing political patronage through

bloated councils of ministers.” (250 words)

Interview Angle: “Kerala has seen strict power alternation between UDF and LDF for decades — what does

this tell us about the maturity of Indian democracy and the role of anti-incumbency as a corrective

mechanism?”
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📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

VD SATHEESAN — CHIEF MINISTER:

SWEARING-IN — MAY 18, 2026:

KERALA ELECTION 2026:

CABINET COMPOSITION:

ARTICLE 164(1A) — CONSTITUTIONAL CEILING:

91ST AMENDMENT, 2003:

Full name: Vadasseri Damodaran Satheesan

Kerala’s 13th Chief Minister

Constituency: Paravur, Ernakulam

Was Leader of the Opposition in the 14th Kerala Legislative Assembly

Profession: Senior Congress lawyer (advocate, Kerala High Court)

Venue: Central Stadium, Thiruvananthapuram

Oath administered by: Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

Entire cabinet (CM + 20 ministers) sworn in simultaneously — first in nearly 6 decades in Kerala

National leaders present: Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

Assembly: 140 seats; majority: 71

UDF won: 102 seats; LDF: ~35; NDA: 2–3

Results declared: May 4, 2026

Total: 21 (CM + 20 ministers) — at constitutional ceiling

First-time ministers: 14; Women: 2; SC: 2; IUML: 5

IUML ministers: P K Kunhalikutty, N Samsudheen, K M Shaji, P K Basheer, V E Abdul Gafoor

Inserted by 91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003

Council of Ministers (including CM) ≤ 15% of total House strength

Kerala: 15% of 140 = 21 — cabinet is at ceiling

Minimum floor: 12 ministers in any state

Capped cabinet size to 15% of Assembly

Also tightened Tenth Schedule (anti-defection)
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KERALA POWER ALTERNATION:

IUML:

Sources: The Hindu , Indian Express , PIB

← NEWER ARTICLE

Current Affairs Today — May 18, 2026
OLDER ARTICLE →

India-Sweden Strategic Partnership: MEA
Outcomes, Joint...

RELATED EDITORIALS

INDIAN EXPRESS

Attracting Global Researchers to India — A Window That Won't Stay Open
17 May

BUSINESS STANDARD

Census 2027 and the Delimitation Reckoning -- What the Numbers Will Trigger
16 May

THE HINDU

The Bhojshala Verdict and the Unfinished Business of the Places of Worship Act
16 May

INDIAN EXPRESS

Hate Speech and the Limits of Judicial Restraint -- Why Existing Laws Are Not Enough
16 May

Background: Jharkhand and other states had 80+ minister cabinets

UDF 2001 → LDF 2006 → UDF 2011 → LDF 2016 → LDF 2021 (exception) → UDF 2026

2021 was the only exception to strict alternation since 1977

Indian Union Muslim League; founded 1948; based in Kozhikode

UDF’s second-largest constituent in Kerala

Received 5 of 21 cabinet berths in Satheesan cabinet
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

42nd Amendment Freeze on Delimitation
The constitutional freeze that locked Lok Sabha seat allocation to the...

KEY TERM

Advance Directive (Living Will)
A legal document in which a competent adult specifies their medical...

KEY TERM

AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)
A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...

KEY TERM

Anti-Conversion Laws
State laws prohibiting religious conversions achieved through...
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