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India’s Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) formally released the six outcomes and full Joint Statement from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Sweden on May 18, 2026. India and Sweden elevated their bilateral
ties to a Strategic Partnership underpinned by a Joint Action Plan (2026—2030), marking the most
significant upgrade in the relationship since diplomatic ties were established in 1949. Modi was also conferred

the Royal Order of the Polar Star (Commander Grand Cross) by Crown Princess Victoria — his 31st

global honour.

WHY SWEDEN MATTERS FOR INDIA: STRATEGIC CONTEXT

Sweden is not merely a trade partner — it is a gateway to European technology ecosystems, a member of the
European Union, a new entrant into NATO (March 7, 2024), and one of the world’s foremost innovation
economies. India’s engagement with Sweden sits at the intersection of three overlapping strategic imperatives:

technology access, supply-chain diversification, and the deepening of the India-EU relationship.
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Sweden’s Strategic Profile

PARAMETER DETAIL

Capital Stockholm

Population ~10.6 million

GDP (nominal) ~USD 590 billion (2024)

NATO accession March 7, 2024 (ended 200 years of neutrality/non-alignment)
EU membership Since January 1, 1995

Global Innovation Index rank  Consistently top 5 globally
UN Security Council Elected member (2017-18); strong multilateralist

Climate ambition Net-zero by 2045 (ahead of EU target of 2050)

Sweden’s NATO entry in 2024 — after a contentious ratification process involving Turkey and Hungary —
fundamentally changes its strategic posture and its value as a partner for countries navigating the US-China

technology contest.

PM MODI’S VISIT: THE SIX MEA-LISTED OUTCOMES

The MEA’s formal outcome document lists six concrete deliverables from the India-Sweden summit:

Outcome 1: Elevation to Strategic Partnership

India and Sweden upgraded bilateral ties from a “framework partnership” to a full Strategic Partnership

with a Joint Action Plan (JAP) for 2026—2030. The JAP is structured around four pillars:

PILLAR FOCUS

1. Strategic Dialogue for Stability and Defence industrial cooperation, cyber-security dialogue, counter-
Security terrorism, multilateral coordination (UN, G20, WTO)

2. Next-Generation Economic Trade doubling target, investment facilitation, bilateral business
Partnership councils, SME linkages

3. Emerging Technologies and Trusted Al 6G, quantum computing, critical minerals, space, life sciences — built
Connectivity on trusted supply chains

4. Shaping Tomorrow Together — People, Climate action, circular economy, green hydrogen, sustainable

Planet and Resilience development, education, people-to-people ties
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The phrase “trusted connectivity” in Pillar 3 is deliberate diplomatic vocabulary — it signals alignment with the
concept of Friend-shoring (reshoring supply chains to allied or trusted democracies), a framework

increasingly used in EU and G7 tech-security discourse.

Outcome 2: India-Sweden Joint Innovation Partnership 2.0

India and Sweden agreed to upgrade their existing innovation cooperation framework to Joint Innovation
Partnership 2.0, which includes the establishment of a virtual India-Sweden Joint S&T Centre. This
centre will coordinate joint research funding, facilitate researcher exchanges, and act as a clearing house for
dual-use technology projects. The 2.0 designation signals a qualitative upgrade from earlier MoUs on S&T

cooperation.

Outcome 3: Cooperation in Strategic Technology Domains

Six specific domains were identified for structured cooperation:

TECHNOLOGY
DOMAIN

SIGNIFICANCE FOR INDIA

Artificial Intelligence  Sweden hosts major Al research hubs (KTH Royal Institute, Chalmers University);

(AD Ericsson’s Al-for-networks research

6G Sweden (Ericsson) is a global leader in 6G standards-setting — India’s participation in 6G

standards critical for Digital India
Quantum Computing  Joint research with Chalmers University of Technology, a global quantum leader

Critical Minerals Sweden has significant deposits (iron, copper, rare earth elements) and advanced

processing technology; critical for India’s energy transition

Space Sweden’s Esrange Space Center is Europe’s only mainland satellite launch facility; ISRO-
SNSB collaboration
Life Sciences Sweden’s pharmaceutical and medtech sector (AstraZeneca headquarters is in Cambridge

but has Swedish roots; Recipharm, Hansa Biopharma)

Outcome 4: Goal to Double Bilateral Trade and Investment Within Five Years

Current bilateral trade stands at approximately USD 3 billion, which both sides acknowledged is “well
below potential.” The Joint Action Plan sets a target to double bilateral trade and investment within five
years (by 2031). Swedish PM Ulf Kristersson stated at the joint press conference that trade could double

“even sooner” than the five-year target. Major Swedish companies with a significant presence in India include:
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COMPANY SECTOR INDIA PRESENCE

Ericsson Telecom equipment Major 5G vendor; Ericsson India Global Services in
Gurgaon

IKEA Retail (furniture/home) Multiple stores; major India expansion; sources ~30% of

global products from India

Volvo Commercial vehicles, buses, Bangalore R&D centre; Eicher-Volvo joint venture

construction equipment

SKF Bearings and engineering Pune manufacturing base; one of Sweden’s oldest India
investments

H&M Fashion retail 50+ stores in India; major garment sourcing from India

Sandvik Mining, engineering tools Significant India manufacturing and R&D

Outcome 5: India-Sweden SME and Start-up Platform

A dedicated India-Sweden SME and Start-up Platform was announced to connect small and medium
enterprises and start-ups from both countries in areas of mutual strength — clean technology, life sciences,
precision engineering, and digital services. This platform will be coordinated through Business Sweden

(Sweden’s trade and investment agency) and Invest India on the Indian side.

Outcome 6: Tagore-Sweden Lecture Series — “Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi”

A Tagore-Sweden Lecture Series titled “Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi” (Development and Heritage both) was
announced as a flagship people-to-people initiative. The series takes its name from PM Modi’s cultural-heritage
development slogan and will leverage the historic connection between Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore
(Nobel Prize for Literature, 1913 — awarded by the Swedish Academy) and Sweden. The lecture series will be

hosted alternately in India and Sweden.

ROYAL ORDER OF THE POLAR STAR: MODI’S 31ST GLOBAL HONOUR

Crown Princess Victoria conferred on PM Modi the Royal Order of the Polar Star (Kungliga

Nordstjarneorden), Commander Grand Cross — Sweden’s oldest and most prestigious state order.
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PARAMETER DETAIL

Full name Royal Order of the Polar Star (Kungliga Nordstjarneorden)

Founded 1748 by King Frederick I of Sweden

Purpose Originally awarded for services to Sweden in sciences, literature, and the arts; later expanded to
state honours

Classes Knight/Commander of 1st Class, Commander Grand Cross (highest class)

Emblem Eight-pointed star with Polar Star (North Star) motif — symbolises constancy and guidance

Notable recipients Heads of state, scientists, diplomats from across the world

Modi’s honour 31st global honour received during his tenure as PM

count

INDIA-SWEDEN TIES IN THE BROADER INDIA-EU CONTEXT

India-EU FTA: A Structural Context

The India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was concluded on January 27, 2026 after negotiations
that had been launched in 2007, stalled in 2013, and relaunched in 2022. EU Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen has called for an India-EU Investment Agreement as the “missing piece” in the economic
architecture — referring to the standalone investment protection framework that remains under negotiation.

Sweden, as an EU member state, is a direct stakeholder in the FTA’s implementation.

Sweden'’s Role in the EU Tech Sovereignty Agenda

Sweden holds significant weight in the EU’s European Chips Act, AI Act, and Critical Raw Materials Act
— all frameworks that intersect with India’s emerging strategic interests. India’s engagement with Sweden
therefore functions as a bilateral track running parallel to — and reinforcing — the multilateral India-EU

technology partnership.

India-Sweden Strategic Partnership: MEA Outcomes, Joint Action Plan, and Technology Diplomacy 6/12


https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

INDIA-EU MILESTONE DETAIL
FTA concluded January 27, 2026
India-EU Strategic Partnership Since 2004

India-EU Connectivity Partnership =~ Launched 2021
EU investment in India ~EUR 87 billion cumulative FDI (2000—2024)

India-EU trade (2024) ~USD 130 billion (goods + services combined)

GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SWEDEN'S NATO MEMBERSHIP

Sweden’s NATO accession on March 7, 2024 ended over 200 years of Swedish military neutrality — a
defining feature of Nordic foreign policy since the Napoleonic Wars. This shift has implications for India’s

engagement:
e Sweden is now embedded in Article 5 collective defence — any Sweden-India defence technology
cooperation must navigate NATO’s Technology Control Framework

o Sweden’s defence industrial base (Saab — Gripen fighter jets, Carl Gustaf systems) now aligns

more formally with NATO interoperability standards

e For India, which maintains strategic autonomy and has not joined any military alliance, engaging
with Sweden-as-NATO-member requires careful calibration — India avoids any arrangements that

could constrain its own freedom of action

MODI’S 5-NATION EUROPEAN TOUR (MAY 15-20, 2026)

STOP COUNTRY KEY DELIVERABLE

1st UAE Transit; bilateral meeting

2nd Netherlands  Strategic partnership; semiconductor/ASML discussions
3rd Sweden Strategic Partnership elevation; 6 MEA outcomes

4th Norway 43-year gap since Indira Gandhi; India-Nordic Summit
5th Ttaly G7 outreach; bilateral talks

The tour signals India’s concerted effort to deepen its European engagement in the context of the concluded

India-EU FTA and the shifting global technology supply chain landscape.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2 — International Relations

e India’s Strategic Partnership framework with European countries — structure, purpose, and

differentiation from ordinary bilateral ties

Technology diplomacy — how India uses bilateral S&T agreements to access frontier technologies

(AI, 6G, quantum) while maintaining strategic autonomy

India-EU relations — the FTA, Connectivity Partnership, and Investment Agreement negotiations

® Nordic states in India’s foreign policy — bilateral and multilateral dimensions

Sweden’s NATO membership — implications for India-Europe defence technology cooperation

Prelims-Specific Angles

® Royal Order of the Polar Star: founded 1748, King Frederick I, awarded for services to Sweden

India-Sweden bilateral trade: ~USD 3 billion

Joint Action Plan 2026—2030: four pillars (names and content)

e India-EU FTA: concluded January 27, 2026

Sweden: NATO member since March 7, 2024

“Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi” — Modi slogan + Tagore-Sweden Lecture Series connection

Keywords: India-Sweden Strategic Partnership, Joint Action Plan 2026—2030, India-Sweden Joint
Innovation Partnership 2.0, Royal Order of the Polar Star, India-EU FTA, trusted connectivity, 6G Ericsson,

Tagore-Sweden Lecture Series, Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi.
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FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

I INDIA-SWEDEN STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (2026):

Upgraded from framework partnership to Strategic Partnership on May 18, 2026

Joint Action Plan (JAP) 2026—2030; four pillars: (1) Strategic Dialogue for Stability and Security; (2)
Next-Generation Economic Partnership; (3) Emerging Technologies and Trusted Connectivity; (4)
Shaping Tomorrow Together — People, Planet and Resilience

Six MEA outcomes: Strategic Partnership elevation; Joint Innovation Partnership 2.0 + virtual S&T
Centre; AI/6G/quantum/critical minerals/space/life sciences cooperation; bilateral trade-doubling
target (5 years); SME and Start-up Platform; Tagore-Sweden Lecture Series

I ROYAL ORDER OF THE POLAR STAR:
Full name: Kungliga Nordstjarneorden (Royal Order of the Polar Star)
Founded: 1748 by King Frederick I of Sweden
Class conferred on Modi: Commander Grand Cross (highest class)
Symbolism: Polar Star (North Star) — constancy; eight-pointed star design
Modji’s 31st global honour as Prime Minister
I INDIA-SWEDEN BILATERAL TRADE:
Current bilateral trade: ~USD 3 billion (significantly below potential)
Target: double within 5 years (by ~2031)
Major Swedish companies in India: Ericsson, IKEA, Volvo, SKF, H&M, Sandvik
IKEA sources approximately 30% of global products from India
| SWEDEN — KEY FACTS:
Capital: Stockholm | EU member: January 1, 1995 | NATO member: March 7, 2024
NATO accession ended 200+ years of Swedish military neutrality
Net-zero target: 2045 (5 years ahead of EU’s 2050 target)
Swedish Academy awards the Nobel Prize in Literature (Rabindranath Tagore won 1913)
| INDIA-EU FTA:
Concluded: January 27, 2026
Negotiations launched 2007; stalled 2013; relaunched 2022
EU Commission President von der Leyen called India-EU Investment Agreement the “missing piece”

India-EU trade: ~USD 130 billion (goods + services, 2024)
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I INDIA’S EUROPEAN TOUR (MAY 15-20, 2026):

5 nations: UAE — Netherlands — Sweden — Norway — Italy

Part of broader post-FTA consolidation of India-Europe ties

| 6G AND ERICSSON:

(China)

India-Sweden 6G cooperation under Pillar 3 of the Joint Action Plan

Sources: Ministry of External Affairs, India , TheHindu , PIB

— NEWER ARTICLE

Ericsson (Sweden) is a global leader in 6G standards-setting alongside Nokia (Finland) and Huawei

India’s participation in 6G standards-setting critical for domestic telecom stack development

OLDER ARTICLE -

VD Satheesan Sworn In as Kerala's 13th Chief Modi's Norway Visit: 3rd India-Nordic
Minister — UDF... Summit, EFTA-TEPA, and...

RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

Trade as Strategy: India Needs a Formal Economic Statecraft Doctrine

16 May

INDIAN EXPRESS

India-UAE: The Energy Security Pivot and Its Diplomatic Cost

16 May

BUSINESS STANDARD
India's Hub-and-Spoke FTA Strategy: The Bilateral CEPA Route to Gulf Trade

15 May

THE HINDU

India's Strategic Autonomy Under Pressure: The Iran War and Multi-Alignment Stress Test

15 May
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM
BBNJ Treaty

The first legally binding international agreement for conservation and...

KEY TERM

Bilateral Swap Arrangement

A reciprocal agreement between two central banks to exchange specified...

KEY TERM
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM),

A trade measure that imposes a carbon price on imports from countries...
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