N\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS a1 cort -

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS - UJIYARI.COM

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS

Oslo Summit Must Mark
India's Northward Turn

= THE HINDU

15 ey 2026 ([ Cosa J oo

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary

UPSC Educator & Content Creator

MY linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes Advertise with Ujiyari

E vt ADVERTISE
Free UPSC notes, MCQs, PYQ analysis. 100% E Reach thousands of UPSC aspirants daily.

Free.
8 epicbharat@gmail.com
bharatnotes.com —

N -

Oslo Summit Must Mark India's Northward Turn 1/8


https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

Oslo Summit Must Mark India's Northward
Turn

&/ The Hindu 18 May 2026

TH The Hindu 4 tags v

INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Can India convert the warmth of five bilateral relationships with the Nordic countries into a
durable strategic framework when its positions on Russia, NATO, and Arctic governance
diverge from theirs?"

EDITORIAL SUMMARY:

The Hindu argues that PM Modi’s participation in the third India-Nordic Summit in Oslo on May 19, 2026 is a
strategic inflection point — an opportunity to convert a decade of warm but diffuse bilateral engagements into
concrete institutional architecture. The editorial calls for India to move beyond joint statements and build
durable deliverables: an Arctic envoy, maritime cooperation frameworks, clean energy joint ventures, and
structured investment channels through Norway’s sovereign wealth fund. The Oslo Summit must mark India’s

genuine northward strategic turn, not merely its latest diplomatic courtesy call.

THE ACCUMULATED RECORD OF ENGAGEMENT

India’s engagement with the Nordic-5 — Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Iceland — is deeper than the low

public profile of these relationships suggests. The first India-Nordic Summit, held in Stockholm in 2018, was a
format innovation: five bilateral relationships bundled into a single summit to give them collective political
weight. The second, in Copenhagen in 2022, took place against the early disruption of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The third, in Oslo on May 19, 2026, arrives at a moment when several structural anchors are in place

that were not there before.

The India-EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) — covering Norway, Switzerland, Iceland,
and Liechtenstein — entered into force in October 2025. It carries a headline commitment of USD 100 billion in

investment over 15 years and a target of one million direct jobs in India. It is the first Indian trade treaty to
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embed binding investment obligations rather than merely aspirational targets. India and Sweden elevated their
relationship to a Strategic Partnership. Norway and India signed a Green Strategic Partnership with 12 bilateral

agreements. These are not negligible accomplishments.

What is missing is the institutional architecture that makes these commitments durable across political cycles —

the secretariats, the joint working groups with ministerial-level accountability, the investment vehicles that

outlast any single summit communique.

) 5(0167.Y N (0
SUMMIT o KEY OUTCOME
1st India-Nordic Stockholm 2018 Format launched; bilateral MoUs signed
Summit
2nd India-Nordic Copenhagen 2022 Post-Ukraine context; green transition focus
Summit
3rd India-Nordic Oslo 2026 TEPA in force; strategic upgrade opportunity
Summit
India-Norway Bilateral 2026 Green Strategic Partnership + 12 agreements (signed during

Modi’s Oslo visit, May 18—19, 2026)

India-Sweden Bilateral 2026 Strategic Partnership elevated (Modi’s Gothenburg visit, May

17, 2026)

THE ARCTIC DIMENSION: FROM OBSERVER TO STAKEHOLDER

India became an observer at the Arctic Council in 2013 — one of the few non-Arctic nations with a formal stake

in the governance of the world’s most rapidly changing geographic region. India adopted its first comprehensive
Arctic Policy in 2022, structured around six pillars: science and research, climate and environmental protection,
economic and human development, transportation and connectivity, governance and international cooperation,

and national capacity building.

The cornerstone of India’s physical Arctic presence is Himadri, the Indian research station at Ny-Alesund in
Svalbard, Norway — operational since 2008. Svalbard, governed by Norway under the 1920 Spitsbergen Treaty,
is the most accessible Arctic research hub for non-Arctic nations. India also deploys IndARC, an underwater
mooring observatory in the Kongsfjorden, for ocean temperature and current monitoring directly relevant to

South Asian monsoon modelling.

The strategic significance of the Arctic is growing precisely as the ice recedes. The Northern Sea Route (NSR),
which runs along Russia’s Arctic coast, is most commonly cited as saving approximately 7,000 kilometres on
East Asia (Shanghai or Tokyo) to Northern Europe (Rotterdam or Hamburg) routes compared to the Suez

Canal. For an India-based route such as Mumbai to Hamburg, the saving would differ and is likely smaller given
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Mumbai’s lower starting latitude; the figure should be treated as an illustrative order of magnitude rather than a
precise bilateral estimate. As global warming accelerates ice retreat, the NSR moves from a seasonal curiosity to
a commercially viable alternative for a shipping-dependent economy like India’s. Norway, as a major Arctic

littoral state and Arctic Council chair, is India’s natural interlocutor for these questions.

The complication is that the Arctic Council has been functionally paralysed since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
2022. The seven other Arctic states suspended cooperation with Russia in Council formats. India — which has
maintained its relationship with Russia, continued purchasing Russian hydrocarbons, and declined to formally
condemn the invasion — occupies an uncomfortable middle position. Oslo offers the opportunity to
demonstrate that India can compartmentalise: cooperating on Arctic science and governance with Norway while

managing its separate relationship with Russia independently.

NORWAY'S SOVEREIGN WEALTH: THE UNDERUTILISED LEVER

The most concrete financial dimension of any India-Norway partnership involves the Government Pension
Fund Global (GPFG) — Norway’s sovereign wealth fund, commonly called the “oil fund.” With assets exceeding
USD 2.2 trillion, it is the world’s largest sovereign wealth fund. GPFG already holds Indian equities and bonds
as part of its global diversified portfolio.

GPFG’s investment mandate is evolving. Norway has progressively increased the fund’s allocation to unlisted
renewable energy infrastructure — a category that includes solar, offshore wind, and grid assets. India’s
renewable energy pipeline — 500 GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030, massive grid expansion, offshore wind
targets — is precisely the asset class GPFG is seeking to scale. A formal India-Norway Green Infrastructure
Investment Framework, designed to channel GPFG capital into Indian renewable projects at scale, would give

the bilateral partnership a financial dimension that far exceeds what any joint statement can accomplish.

This matters beyond the bilateral. India’s energy transition requires an estimated USD 200 billion annually
through 2030. Domestic sources — the National Infrastructure Pipeline, green bonds, Development Finance
Institutions — cannot supply this alone. Nordic sovereign capital, patient and ESG-aligned, is a credible

complement to development bank financing.

NATO ACCESSION AND INDIA’'S STRATEGIC AUTONOMY

The Nordic context has been transformed by NATO accession. Finland joined NATO in April 2023; Sweden
joined in March 2024. Iceland, Norway, and Denmark were founding members. The Nordic-5 is now, for the
first time in the Summit format’s history, an entirely NATO-aligned grouping. India is not, and has explicitly

declined alignment with any military bloc.

This creates a structural sensitivity. Nordic partners view Russia’s war in Ukraine as an existential threat —
Finland shares a 1,340-kilometre border with Russia. India’s continued purchase of Russian hydrocarbons, its

abstentions on UN resolutions condemning Russian aggression, and its participation in BRICS alongside Russia
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are positions that its Nordic partners find difficult, however diplomatically they handle the friction.

The Oslo Summit must navigate this divergence without either papering it over or allowing it to dominate. The
formula is managed compartmentalisation: substantive cooperation on domains — clean energy, Arctic science,
trade under TEPA — where interests align, and honest acknowledgment of divergence on Russia and NATO
without allowing it to block progress on the former. India’s strategic autonomy is not an obstacle to Nordic
engagement; it is a permanent feature of India’s foreign policy that Nordic partners must learn to work around

if they want India’s partnership on domains they value.

WHAT OSLO SHOULD DELIVER

Five concrete deliverables would give the Oslo Summit genuine strategic content beyond the communique:

O 1ndia-Nordic Arctic Cooperation Programme — formalising joint use of Himadri, IndARC,
and Norwegian Polar Institute facilities; a joint Arctic science fund; and a pathway to India’s deeper

engagement in Arctic governance once Council paralysis resolves.

2] India-Norway Green Infrastructure Investment Framework — a defined allocation within
GPFG’s unlisted renewable infrastructure mandate directed at Indian projects; co-investment with

Indian sovereign vehicles (NIIF, IREDA).

(3] Maritime Cooperation Framework — covering green shipping standards, offshore wind,

underwater survey rights in the Indian EEZ, and information-sharing on the Northern Sea Route.

o India-Nordic Technology Track — structured government-to-government mechanism on 5G/6G

(Finland-Nokia), offshore wind (Denmark-@rsted), and geothermal energy (Iceland).

© India’s Appointment of an Arctic Envoy — a single senior diplomatic interlocutor for Arctic

affairs, signalling that India’s Arctic Policy 2022 is a living instrument, not a shelf document.

UPSC MAINS ANALYSIS

GS Paper 2 — India’s Foreign Policy, Regional and Minilateral Groupings
GS Paper 3 — Environment, Energy, and International Climate Finance
® India-Nordic Summit format (2018 Stockholm, 2022 Copenhagen, 2026 Oslo) — minilateral
diplomacy combining five bilateral relationships.

® India-EFTA TEPA: in force October 2025; USD 100 billion investment commitment over 15 years; 1

million direct jobs target; first Indian FTA with binding investment obligations.

e India’s Arctic Policy 2022: six pillars — science, climate, economy, transport, governance, capacity

building.
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e Himadri (Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, Norway): India’s Arctic research station, operational since 2008.

® IndARC: India’s underwater mooring observatory in Kongsfjorden — monitors Arctic Ocean

temperatures relevant to Indian monsoon.
® Arctic Council observer status: India since 2013; Council paralysed since Russia-Ukraine 2022.

e Northern Sea Route: ~7,000 km saving most commonly cited for East Asia (Shanghai/Tokyo) to
Northern Europe (Rotterdam/Hamburg) vs. Suez Canal; the saving for a Mumbai-Hamburg route

would differ (likely smaller); commercially viable as Arctic ice retreats.

® GPFG (Government Pension Fund Global): USD 2.2 trillion; world’s largest SWF; shifting toward

renewable infrastructure.

® NATO accession: Finland (April 2023), Sweden (March 2024) — Nordic-5 now entirely NATO-
aligned.

e India’s strategic autonomy — continued Russian oil purchases, BRICS participation — vs. Nordic

positions on Ukraine.

® Royal Order of Polar Star conferred on PM Modi — bilateral signalling of elevated Sweden-India ties.

Mains Questions:

O “India’s Arctic Policy 2022 is ambitious in aspiration but thin in implementation.” Evaluate this claim

in the context of the Oslo India-Nordic Summit.

© (CanIndia simultaneously maintain its strategic autonomy on Russia and deepen its partnerships with

NATO-aligned Nordic states? Examine the contradictions and the pathways.

© what role can Norway’s sovereign wealth fund (GPFG) play in India’s energy transition financing?

Identify the policy levers required to operationalise this partnership.

Keywords: India-Nordic Summit, Oslo 2026, India-EFTA TEPA, GPFG sovereign wealth fund, Arctic Council
observer, Arctic Policy 2022, Himadri station, Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, IndARC, Northern Sea Route, strategic
autonomy, NATO accession Sweden Finland, Green Strategic Partnership India-Norway, minilateral diplomacy,

offshore wind, green shipping, renewable energy financing, NIIF, IREDA, Spitsbergen Treaty 1920

The Hindu’s core contention is that India has already done the easy part — signing green partnerships,
attending summits, receiving honours. The hard part is institutionalisation: the joint fund with a defined
mandate, the Arctic envoy with a dedicated budget, the maritime framework with enforcement teeth.
Minilateral diplomacy succeeds not through summit communiques but through the working-level machinery
those communiques are supposed to launch. Oslo 2026 is India’s opportunity to demonstrate that its

northward turn is a strategic commitment, not a seasonal courtesy.

PRACTICE TODAY'S QUIzZ
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