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IIT Madras Goes Global: $7.5M Deep-Tech Hub
in Menlo Park

10 May 2026 - 5 minread - 2tags v

WHY IN NEWS

At the SelectUSA Investment Summit (held in Washington DC, May 6-9, 2026), the IIT Madras Global
Research Foundation announced a $7.5 million deep-tech innovation hub in Menlo Park,
California — the first physical centre of any IIT on US soil. The hub, launched in 2026, has been
operational since April (specifically April 24, 2026) in partnership with CA Startups.

THE HUB AT A GLANCE

PARAMETER DETAIL
Location Menlo Park, California (Silicon Valley)
Total investment $7.5 million

Greenfield investment by IITM Global ~ $4.5 million

Operational since April 24, 2026 (launched in 2026)

Announced at SelectUSA Investment Summit, Washington DC, May 6-9, 2026
Indian operator IIT Madras Global Research Foundation (II'TM Global)

US partner CA Startups

First resident startups Atri Al, Zerowatt, Satori XR, Greenvironment, ePlaneCompany
Second US hub planned East Coast (location TBD)

WHY MENLO PARK?

Menlo Park is in the heart of Silicon Valley, San Mateo County, California. It is home to Stanford
University, the Stanford Research Park, Meta’s headquarters, and dozens of venture capital firms on Sand Hill

Road. For a deep-tech innovation hub, three things matter:
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o Talent density: Stanford engineering, neighbouring tech firms
2 Capital access: VC firms (Sequoia, a16z, KPCB, Khosla) within walking distance

3] Customer adjacency: hyperscalers, semiconductor giants, Al labs

The location amplifies signal for Indian deep-tech startups seeking US customers and capital.

THE FIRST FIVE STARTUPS

STARTUP FOCUS AREA

Atri AT Al infrastructure and agentic tools

Zerowatt Energy-efficient computing / low-power hardware
Satori XR Extended reality (AR/VR) platforms

Greenvironment  Climate tech and sustainability solutions

ePlaneCompany Electric aviation (eVTOL/electric aircraft) — IIT Madras-incubated

These reflect IIT Madras Research Park’s existing strengths: Al, sustainable tech, electric mobility, immersive

media. The hub will offer them office space, mentoring, US market entry support, and access to capital.

IIT MADRAS - INNOVATION FOOTPRINT

IIT Madras is widely regarded as India’s leading deep-tech innovation institute. Key elements of its

ecosystem:

INITIATIVE ROLE

IIT Madras Research Park First university-managed research park in India (est. 2010); 250+ startups
(IITM-RP)

IITM Incubation Cell Pre-Series A incubation

Pravartak Technologies Technology Innovation Hub (under National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-
Foundation Physical Systems)

IITM Global Research International expansion vehicle — including the Menlo Park hub

Foundation

IIT Madras Zanzibar First overseas IIT campus (operational since 2023)
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IITM rankings:

e Ranked No. 1 in NIRF Overall category since 2018 (consistently)

e Ranked No. 1 in NIRF Engineering category since 2016

THE SELECTUSA SUMMIT

SelectUSA is the US Department of Commerce’s flagship investment promotion programme,
established in 2011. The annual Summit (held in Washington DC) is the largest FDI-focused event in the United
States.

e 2026 dates: May 6-9, 2026
¢ Indian delegation was one of the largest, reflecting growing two-way FDI flows

e India was a top-10 source of FDI announcements at SelectUSA 2026

INDIA-US INNOVATION LINKAGES - WIDER CONTEXT

INITIATIVE DETAIL

iCET Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology — launched 2023; revived/renamed under
TRUST initiative (2025)

INDUS-X India-US Defence Acceleration Ecosystem (launched 2023)
US-India CET NSAs Ajit Doval and Jake Sullivan / counterparts
Coordination

Stanford-IIT Multiple research MOUs

collaborations

H-1B visa flow Indians = ~73% of H-1Bs (FY24 USCIS)

The Menlo Park hub adds a physical footprint that complements the policy frameworks.

WHY AN IIT HUB ABROAD?

For Indian Startups

e Market access: US customers worth multiples of Indian pricing

e Capital: Silicon Valley VC ecosystem
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e Talent pool: Bilingual/bicultural engineers; Indian-American mentors

e Softlanding: legal, banking, immigration support

For IIT Madras

e Diaspora engagement: IIT alumni in the Valley (a critical financial base)
e Co-development: shared IP with US partners

e Brand globalisation: extends “II'T” recognition to deep-tech markets

For India

® Reverse brain circulation: instead of one-way brain drain
e Bilateral economic depth: US-India tech corridor

e Strategic signalling: India is a deep-tech producer, not just consumer

COMPARISON: EXISTING OVERSEAS IIT FOOTPRINT

INITIATIVE LOCATION
2023 IIT Madras Zanzibar (first overseas campus) Zanzibar, Tanzania
2024 IIT Delhi Abu Dhabi (degree programmes) Abu Dhabi, UAE
2026 IITM Global Menlo Park (innovation hub, not degree campus) California, USA

Note: Menlo Park is an innovation hub, not a degree-granting campus — distinct from the Zanzibar and Abu
Dhabi models.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 3 - Science & Technology, Economy

e Innovation ecosystem; startup incubation
® Deep-tech: Al, electric aviation, AR/VR, climate tech
e IIT system; research parks; technology transfer

e FDI policy; US-India economic linkages

GS Paper 2 - International Relations

e India-US economic and technology partnership
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e Diaspora engagement; reverse brain drain

Mains Angles

© Discuss India’s strategy of globalising its IIT brand and its implications for higher education

sovereignty.
© Examine the role of innovation hubs abroad in strengthening India’s deep-tech startup ecosystem.

3] Critically assess whether the US-India technology partnership has matured beyond rhetoric into

deliverable outcomes.
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FACTS CORNER - KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

I IITM GLOBAL MENLO PARK HUB:

Total: $7.5 million; greenfield by IITM Global: $4.5 million

Operational since 2026 (launched on April 24, 2026)

First IIT physical centre on US soil

US partner: CA Startups

First 5 startups: Atri Al, Zerowatt, Satori XR, Greenvironment, ePlaneCompany

Second US East Coast hub planned

ANNOUNCED AT SELECTUSA SUMMIT: WASHINGTON DC, MAY 6-9, 2026 (US DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE FLAGSHIP INVESTMENT PROGRAMME).

| IIT MADRAS:

Founded 1959

NIRF: Overall #1 since 2018; Engineering #1 since 2016

First overseas IIT campus: IIT Madras Zanzibar (operational 2023)

IIT Madras Research Park (IITTM-RP): India’s first university research park, est. 2010
I OVERSEAS IIT PRESENCE:

IIT Madras Zanzibar (Tanzania) — 2023

IIT Delhi Abu Dhabi — 2024

IITM Global Menlo Park (innovation hub, not campus) — 2026

I INDIA-US TECH FRAMEWORKS:

iCET / TRUST initiative (critical and emerging technologies)

INDUS-X (defence acceleration)

NIRF: NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL RANKING FRAMEWORK — LAUNCHED 2015 BY MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION.

~ NEWER ARTICLE OLDER ARTICLE —
DigiPIN: India Post's 4m x 4m Digital Address Jharkhand's Zero Primary Dropout: NITI
System Aayog's UDISE+...
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RELATED EDITORIALS

INDIAN EXPRESS

Beyond Subsidies: India's EV Policy Maturity Test

11 May

INDIAN EXPRESS
India's Farm Exports After Trump: Resilience or Mirage?

10 May

THE HINDU

The Elephant in India's Data Room: Fragmented Governance, Missed Potential

9 May

THE HINDU
Fixing_Structural Deficits in India's Health System

8 May

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
ACNAS

Advisory Committee on National Accounts Statistics — the expert body...

KEY TERM

Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM
Active Case Finding_(TB)

A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM
Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV)_Programme

India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...
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