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Operation Sindoor's Key Lesson — Future
Conflicts Will Not Resemble the Past

&' The Indian Express 7 May 2026

IE  The Indian Express 4 tags v

INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Operation Sindoor marked a qualitative shift in India's military posture vis-a-vis Pakistan.

What strategic lessons does it offer? How does it change India's deterrence calculus, and what
implications does it have for future multi-domain warfare?"

WHY IN NEWS

May 7, 2026 marks the first anniversary of Operation Sindoor (May 7, 2025). The operation — India’s
most significant military action inside Pakistan since 1971 — targeted 9 terrorist infrastructure sites across

Pakistan and PoK in a 25-minute precision campaign. One year later, its doctrinal lessons are being studied

globally as a template for limited war under the nuclear shadow.
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WHAT CHANGED: DOCTRINE EVOLUTION

From Restraint to Calibrated Assertiveness

INDIA’S RESPONSE DOCTRINE SIGNAL
Kargil War 1999 Military response within LoC “No crossing LoC with ground
forces”
Parliament 2001 Operation Parakram — military Strategic restraint
Attack mobilisation but no strike
Mumbai 26/11 2008 Diplomatic pressure; no military strike Restraint
Uri Attack 2016 Surgical Strikes — special forces, LoC- Graduated escalation begins
adjacent
Pulwama 2019 Balakot Air Strike — first air strike inside ~ Aerial precision; crossed LoC
Attack Pakistan since 1971; JeM Balakot camp
Pahalgam 2025 Operation Sindoor — g targets, 25 Full spectrum: precision +
Attack minutes, deep inside Pakistan dominance + escalation
management

The doctrine shift: India moved from strategic restraint — graduated deterrence — calibrated offensive

response with nuclear escalation management built in.

OPERATION SINDOOR — KEY OPERATIONAL FEATURES

Targets and Outcome

FEATURE DETAIL

Date May 7, 2025

Duration ~25 minutes

Targets 9 terrorist infrastructure sites

Locations Bahawalpur (JeM HQ), Muridke (LeT HQ near Lahore), Muzaffarabad (PoK), 6 others
Weapons used Precision-guided munitions, loitering munitions (drones), SCALP-EG cruise missiles

Civilian infrastructure  Avoided — only terrorist camps and command centres struck
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Multi-Domain Warfare Elements

DOMAIN ROLE IN SINDOOR

Air Rafale fighters with SCALP-EG + MICA missiles — beyond visual range

Drone Loitering munitions for real-time target verification and terminal strikes

Electronic Jamming Pakistan radar networks before strikes to achieve tactical surprise

warfare

Space/ISR RISAT-2BR1 + Cartosat-3 satellite imagery for pre- and post-strike BDA (Battle Damage
Assessment)

Cyber Disruption of Pakistani military communication networks (reported)

Information Parallel media/digital dominance — India controlled narrative from minute one

WHY “FUTURE CONFLICTS WILL NOT RESEMBLE THE PAST"”

1. From Mass Mobilisation to Precision Strikes

® Cold War / 1971 paradigm: mass mobilisation, weeks of buildup, tank columns

e Sindoor paradigm: zero conventional mobilisation — precision strike within 24 hours of

political decision

e Future conflicts: sub-threshold operations that create strategic effects without triggering all-out

war

2. Drone Warfare as the New Equaliser

® Low-cost UAVs (Harop, Heron, Predator-class) allow persistent surveillance + precise

terminal strike
® Pakistan used Chinese-supplied drones in counter-response
¢ Drone swarms: Next generation — coordinated mass drone attacks that overwhelm air defence

¢ India’s response: Developing indigenous Counter-UAV systems; Pralay ballistic missile + MRSAM

for layered defence

3. Information Dominance = Strategic Advantage

e India released strike footage within hours — controlled global narrative
e Pakistan’s counter-narrative failed to gain traction

e Information warfare is now inseparable from kinetic operations
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4. Nuclear Threshold Management

e Pakistan has a First Use nuclear policy (India: No First Use)

e Sindoor’s 25-minute, precision-only, avoid-civilian-infrastructure design was deliberately calibrated

to stay below Pakistan’s nuclear threshold

e This is the new grammar of limited war: inflict strategic pain without triggering nuclear

escalation

¢ Credible minimum deterrence vs. graduated response — Sindoor showed both can coexist

5. Private Sector and Space as Force Multipliers

e GalaxEye’s commercial SAR satellite imagery supplemented military ISR

® IN-SPACe framework (Indian Space Policy 2023) enables private sector to accelerate military-grade

reconnaissance

e Future: commercial satellite constellations providing real-time battlefield transparency

IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA'S DEFENCE MODERNISATION

PRIORITY IMPLICATION FROM SINDOOR

Long-range precision strike = More SCALP-EG, BrahMos-ER, ALCM development

Drone fleet MALE UAV fleet expansion; Predator B acquisition; indigenous Tapas
Electronic warfare Khabar EW pods for Rafale; Samyukta EW system modernisation
Space-based ISR Satellite constellation (RISAT series, Cartosat) acceleration

Air defence S-400 Triumf (3 of 5 squadrons delivered); MRSAM + Akash
Theatre commands Tri-service integration — Sindoor showed joint ops as essential
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS3 — Operation Sindoor, multi-domain warfare, drone warfare, nuclear deterrence, India’s military
Security doctrine

GS2 — IR India-Pakistan relations, cross-border terrorism, nuclear first-use policy, escalation management
GS3 — S&T Drone technology, SCALP-EG, loitering munitions, space-based ISR, IN-SPACe

Mains Keywords: Operation Sindoor doctrine, multi-domain warfare, calibrated assertiveness, nuclear
threshold management, First Use vs. No First Use, SCALP-EG, BrahMos, loitering munitions, Information
dominance, private sector ISR, IN-SPACe, theatre commands, S-400 Triumf, Battle Damage Assessment,

graduated deterrence

Prelims Facts Corner

Operation Sindoor date May 7, 2025

Duration ~25 minutes

Number of targets 9 terrorist infrastructure sites

Key targets Bahawalpur (JeM HQ), Muridke (LeT HQ)

First Indian air strike inside Pakistan since Balakot, 2019

1971

First strike on Pakistan mainland (not PoK) Operation Sindoor, 2025

Pakistan nuclear policy First Use

India nuclear policy No First Use (NFU)

SCALP-EG Air-launched cruise missile — 400+ km range; from Rafale

S-400 Triumf Russian air defence system; India has 5 squadrons ordered

RISAT-2BR1 India’s synthetic aperture radar (SAR) satellite

Theatre commands Tri-service integration — India is restructuring into theatre
commands
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