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Pulitzer Prize 2026 — Three Indian Journalists
Win; Bloomberg's "trAPPed" Honoured

6 May 2026 - 3 minread - 2 tags v

WHY IN NEWS

Three Indian journalists won Pulitzer Prizes — announced on May 4, 2026 at Columbia University,
New York:

L) Anand RK and Suparna Sharma (Bloomberg) — Illustrated Reporting and Commentary — for
project “trAPPed”, investigating India’s digital arrest cyberfraud epidemic

2] Aniruddha Ghosal (Associated Press) — International Reporting

INDIAN WINNERS — DETAILS

ORGANISATI
WINNER ON CATEGORY PROJECT
Anand RK Bloomberg Tllustrated Reporting and “trAPPed” — digital arrest scam
Commentary investigation
Suparna Bloomberg Tllustrated Reporting and Same project (shared with Natalie Obiko
Sharma Commentary Pearson, Bloomberg)
Aniruddha Associated Press  International Reporting —
Ghosal

“trAPPed” — Bloomberg’s Investigation

The “trAPPed” project by Bloomberg’s India team documented the epidemic of “digital arrest” scams — a
form of cybercrime where fraudsters (often operating from scam centres in Southeast Asia, particularly
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos) impersonate law enforcement officers (CBI, ED, police, customs) and conduct fake
“digital arrests” via video call, coercing victims into transferring large sums of money under threat of fabricated
charges. The investigation exposed:

® The scale: Thousands of crore rupees lost annually by Indian victims

® The geography: Scam compounds in Myanmar’s Kokang region and Cambodia’s Sihanoukville

e The mechanism: Social engineering + VoIP + money mule networks
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® Government response: RBI and DoT advisories; PM Modi’s “Mann ki Baat” warning (October 2024)

ABOUT THE PULITZER PRIZE

FEATURE DETAIL

Established 1917 (endowed by Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of New York World)

Administrator Columbia University, New York

Categories 23 categories — 15 journalism + 7 arts/letters (books, drama, music) + public service
Prize Certificate + USD 15,000 per category (Public Service: gold medal to the newspaper)
Announcement Annually in May (traditionally first Monday after first full week of May)

Notable journalism Public Service, Breaking News, Investigative Reporting, International Reporting,
categories Feature Writing, Criticism, Editorial Writing, Illustrated Reporting, Photography

Selected Past Indian/India-Related Pulitzers

YEAR WINNER CATEGORY

2022 Reuters photographers (Myanmar coverage) Feature Photography

2023 NYT (Adani coverage, partial) International Reporting

2024 Several international teams Various

2026 Bloomberg India team + Aniruddha Ilustrated Reporting + International
Ghosal (AP) Reporting

GUILLERMO CANO WORLD PRESS FREEDOM PRIZE 2026

Separately, UNESCO awarded the 2026 Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize to the Sudanese
Journalists Syndicate on World Press Freedom Day (May 3, 2026):
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Prize 1997

established

Named after Guillermo Cano Isaza — Colombian journalist assassinated December 17, 1986
Awarded by UNESCO — selected by independent international jury of media professionals

Awarded on World Press Freedom Day — May 3 every year

2026 recipient Sudanese Journalists Syndicate — for defending press freedom under extreme conditions

(Sudan civil war)

DIGITAL ARREST SCAM — UPSC FRAMEWORK

ASPECT DETAIL

Definition Fraudsters pose as law enforcement; conduct fake “arrest” via video call; coerce victims into

transferring money

Jurisdictions Scam centres in Myanmar (Kokang), Cambodia, Laos — often using trafficked workers
Indian law IPC/BNS sections on cheating, impersonation; IT Act Sections 66C, 66D
Government DoT’s SANCHAR SAATHI portal; RBI awareness campaigns; PM Modi alert (Oct 2024
response Mann ki Baat)

Scale Estimated 7,000+ crore lost to cyber fraud in India in 2024—25

UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS2 — Governance Cybercrime, digital literacy, cross-border crime syndicates, law enforcement
GS2 — International Relations ~ India-ASEAN, Myanmar issue, cross-border cybercrime

GS1 — Society Media freedom, investigative journalism, press freedom

Mains Keywords: Pulitzer Prize 2026, “trAPPed” Bloomberg, digital arrest scam, Anand RK, Suparna
Sharma, Aniruddha Ghosal, Guillermo Cano Prize, UNESCO, Sudanese Journalists Syndicate, cybercrime India,
SANCHAR SAATHI
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Prelims Facts Corner

ITEM FACT

Pulitzer Prize established 1917; Columbia University; 23 categories; USD 15,000

2026 Indian winners Anand RK + Suparna Sharma (Bloomberg); Aniruddha Ghosal (AP)
Bloomberg category IMlustrated Reporting and Commentary

AP category International Reporting

Bloomberg project “trAPPed” — digital arrest cyberfraud investigation

Guillermo Cano Prize UNESCO; established 1997; named after Colombian journalist killed 1986
Cano Prize 2026 winner Sudanese Journalists Syndicate

World Press Freedom Day =~ May 3 every year

Digital arrest scam centres ~ Myanmar (Kokang), Cambodia, Laos
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RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

Silencing_Academia, Weakening_ Democratic Space — The Crisis of Academic Freedom in India

THE HINDU
How 'Bulldozer Justice' Undermines the Law and Democratic Accountability

BUSINESS STANDARD

Money Alone Won't Save Journalism — Lessons from Media Consolidation

THE HINDU
Fire and Sound — On Thrissur Pooram and the Cost of Sacrificing_Safety at the Altar of Faith
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
Active Case Finding_(TB)

A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM
Advance Directive (Living Will)

A legal document in which a competent adult specifies their medical...

KEY TERM

Anganwadi

A government-run village-level child care and mother care centre under...

KEY TERM
Anti-Conversion Laws

State laws prohibiting religious conversions achieved through...
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