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Hear the Alarm — India's SACHET Mobile
Disaster Alert System Is a Step in the Right
Direction

5 May 2026 - 4 min read -

Editorial Summary

Business Standard’s editorial welcomes India’s nationwide test of the SACHET Cell Broadcast Alert

System (May 2, 2026) as a critical and overdue advance in disaster preparedness — particularly given India’s
geography and exposure to cyclones, floods, earthquakes, and industrial accidents. However, it cautions that
several structural gaps threaten effectiveness: uneven mobile connectivity in rural and tribal areas, older
handsets that may not support cell broadcast, the risk of false alerts that erode public trust (citing the 2018
Hawaii missile false alarm as a cautionary case), and insufficient integration with the institutional disaster
management chain. The editorial argues that technology must be accompanied by institutional readiness

— trained local officials, clear escalation protocols, and community education on how to respond.

Key Arguments

What SACHET Gets Right

1. Bypasses congestion: Cell broadcast is unaffected by network overload during emergencies —

unlike SMS, which fails precisely when most needed
2. No opt-in: Reaches everyone with an active handset in a geographic zone automatically
3. Geographic precision: Can target a specific tehsil or district — not a blanket national alert
4. Multilingual: Alerts delivered in local Indian languages

5. ITU-standard: Based on the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) — used globally by USA (WEA),
Japan (J-Alert), South Korea

What Still Needs Work

1. Connectivity gaps: Rural India’s network coverage remains patchy — TRAI data shows significant

2G-only zones in remote areas where cell broadcast may not function effectively

2. Device incompatibility: Older 2G feature phones may not support Cell Broadcast Service (CBS)
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3. False alert risk: The 2018 Hawaii “ballistic missile incoming” false alarm — sent to 1.5 million
people — caused panic and eroded trust in alert systems for years. India needs rigorous multi-layer

authorisation protocols

4. Institutional chain: SACHET alerts must translate into action — ambulances deploying, shelters

opening, police cordoning. Technology without institutional response is noise

5. Community awareness: People need to know what SACHET alerts sound like, what actions to

take, and that it is not a scam

Sendai Framework — India’s Obligations

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015—2030), adopted at the Third UN World

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan, is the global blueprint for disaster risk management:

Sendai Priority Relevance to SACHET

Priority 1: Understanding disaster SACHET must be based on real-time risk data from IMD, NDMA

risk

Priority 2: Strengthening Clear chain of authority for alert issuance; multi-level verification

governance

Priority 3: Investing in DRR SACHET is an investment — but must be complemented by last-mile response

capacity

Priority 4: Enhancing preparedness =~ Community drills, awareness campaigns to explain alert meanings

India has integrated Sendai targets into its National Disaster Management Plans.

India’s Disaster Vulnerability

Disaster Type India’s Exposure

Cyclones East coast (Bay of Bengal): 5—6 cyclones/year; West coast (Arabian Sea): increasing
Floods Brahmaputra, Ganga-Yamuna basin, peninsular rivers — annual floods affect millions
Earthquakes Seismic zones IV and V — Himalayan belt, NE India, Andaman

Industrial accidents Bhopal 1984 — 16,000+ deaths; chemical corridors in Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, UP
Heatwaves Increasing frequency — 4,419 deaths from extreme weather in 2025 (SOE 2026)
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SACHET is most immediately valuable for cyclone warnings (the IMD already has 48-hour advance

forecasting) and flash floods where time from warning to impact can be minutes.

NDMA — The Institutional Backbone

SACHET's effectiveness depends on NDMA coordination:

Feature Detail

NDMA National Disaster Management Authority

Statutory basis Disaster Management Act, 2005

Chairperson Prime Minister of India

SDMA State Disaster Management Authorities — state-level counterparts
NDRF National Disaster Response Force — 16 battalions; rapid response
APDM All-India Disaster Mitigation Institute (Gujarat) — training

UPSC Relevance
Paper Angle
GS3 — Disaster Management NDMA, Disaster Management Act, early warning systems, Sendai Framework
GS3 — Science & Technology Cell broadcast, CAP, C-DOT, SACHET technology
GS2 — Governance Institutional coordination, NDMA-MHA-DoT-State integration

Mains Keywords: SACHET, cell broadcast, C-DOT, NDMA, Sendai Framework, Common Alerting Protocol,

disaster preparedness, early warning, false alert risk, last-mile connectivity, Disaster Management Act 2005

Prelims Facts Corner
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Item Fact

SACHET India’s cell broadcast emergency alert system; C-DOT + NDMA + MHA
Test date May 2, 2026 (nationwide test)

Protocol Common Alerting Protocol (CAP); ITU-recommended

Sendai Framework 2015—2030; UN WCDRR, Sendai, Japan; 4 priorities

NDMA National Disaster Management Authority; DM Act 2005; PM as Chair
NDRF 16 battalions; under NDMA

Hawaii false alarm 2018 — cautionary case for alert system governance

US equivalent WEA (Wireless Emergency Alerts)

Japan equivalent J-Alert (integrated TV + mobile + radio)
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