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THE EDITORIAL ARGUMENT

When the BJP wins all 52 seats in Morbi Municipal Corporation — the site of the October 2022 suspension
bridge collapse that killed 135 people and was expected to generate the kind of accountability moment that
reshapes local politics — it is time to stop treating Gujarat’s BJP dominance as contingent. The April 28 results,
which gave BJP comprehensive majorities across all 15 municipal corporations, confirm what the 2022 state
assembly results already suggested: urban Gujarat has undergone a durable political realignment, not a cyclical

swing.

URBAN INDIA’'S POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY

Gujarat’s local body results reveal a pattern visible across much of urban India: the BJP’s strength in cities is no
longer derived primarily from upper-caste identity or trader-community mobilisation. It has broadened into a
cross-caste urban coalition anchored by aspiration, economic nationalism, and — crucially — welfare delivery

through direct benefit transfers.

The Congress, which once held significant urban ground in Ahmedabad and Surat through trade union
networks and Dalit-Muslim coalition politics, has been reduced to token representation. In Surat — historically
a Congress stronghold until the 2019 Lok Sabha election — BJP is winning 47+ of 52 municipal seats, with

Congress winning just one.
What explains this? Three structural factors:

1. Welfare universalisation. PM Awas Yojana, Ujjwala, Ayushman Bharat, and free ration reach urban
slum-dwellers directly, bypassing the intermediary politics that Congress once commanded. The BJP’s narrative
of “beneficiary” voters — those who receive direct central scheme benefits — has consolidated into a permanent

electoral base.
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2. Hindu consolidation. In Gujarat’s polarised post-Godhra political culture, Hindu identity politics has
delivered a durable BJP majority that transcends class. The Congress has not found a credible counter-narrative

— neither secularism nor identity-based opposition has broken through.

3. Opposition fragmentation. AAP’s 2022 ambitions in Gujarat — positioned as an urban challenger on
governance — have evaporated in the face of the BJP’s sheer institutional and organisational depth. The 2026

local body results confirm that AAP is not yet a serious competitor in Gujarat’s urban spaces.

MORBI — THE ACCOUNTABILITY PARADOX

The most politically instructive result is Morbi. In October 2022, a privately operated cable bridge over the
Machchhu river collapsed during the Chhath festival — 135 people, many of them children, drowned or fell to
their deaths. The contractor had reopened the bridge after a cursory renovation without proper safety

certification. Multiple investigations pointed to regulatory failure and political connections of the contractor.

In most political systems, a disaster of this magnitude — in the home constituency, with clear administrative
failures — would produce an accountability moment. Morbi voters returned BJP in a 52-seat clean sweep. This
is not simply evidence of the BJP’s political strength; it is evidence of a structural reality about Indian local
politics: voters make decisions based on identity, welfare delivery, and party trust rather than on holding

specific local administrations accountable for specific failures.

This is concerning for the health of local democracy. Accountability in representative government requires that
electoral behaviour be linked to governmental performance. When the link breaks — and in Morbi it clearly has

— local bodies lose the incentive to govern competently.

THE OBC TRIPLE TEST — A GENUINE CONSTITUTIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

Amid the BJP’s sweep, the implementation of OBC reservation in District Panchayat President posts deserves
separate recognition. Seven of 34 District Panchayat President posts were reserved for OBC candidates

following the Supreme Court’s triple test — empirical inquiry, proportionality, aggregate cap below 50%.

This is genuinely significant. For years, states had either refused to implement OBC reservation in local bodies
(violating the constitutional spirit of Articles 243D and 243T) or had implemented it without empirical basis
(violating the triple test). Gujarat’s compliance — however belated and however shaped by BJP’s own OBC

consolidation strategy — establishes a precedent that other states must now follow.

The triple test is cumbersome. It requires states to conduct surveys, crunch data, and make defensible
proportionality determinations before each election. It is expensive and time-consuming. But it exists precisely
to prevent the abuse of reservation as an electoral weapon without constitutional grounding. Its normalisation

in Gujarat is a small but real constitutional advance.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS2 — Polity Local body elections; 73rd/74th Amendments; OBC reservation; State Election Commission
GS1 — Indian Society =~ Urban political sociology; OBC mobilisation; welfare state and voting behaviour

GS2 — Governance Urban local governance; accountability in local bodies; direct benefit transfers

Mains Keywords: Gujarat municipal elections, BJP urban dominance, Morbi suspension bridge, OBC triple

test, Congress decline, urban political realignment, welfare politics, local body accountability

Prelims Facts Corner

Gujarat MC elections April 26, 2026; results April 28
Municipal corporations 15; BJP won all

Morbi result 52/52 BJP

Morbi bridge collapse October 2022; 135 killed

OBC DP President posts 7 of 34 (first triple test-compliant implementation)

Voter turnout — MCs 55.1%
Triple test Vikram Singh v. State of UP (2021)
Congress seats won Near-zero across major MCs
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