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THE EDITORIAL ARGUMENT

India’s Census 2027 — whose Phase 1 (house listing) is now underway — is routinely described as a technical

exercise: counting households, enumerating languages, recording occupations. This framing is profoundly

inadequate. Census 2027 is the single most politically consequential undertaking in India’s constitutional

calendar for the next decade. Its data will determine which party rules more seats in the Lok Sabha. It will

decide when — and perhaps whether — India’s women obtain the parliamentary representation promised to

them in 2023. It will produce the first national-level OBC population count since Independence. The Census

Commissioner does not merely count India. In 2027, the Census Commissioner helps redesign it.

THE THREE CONSTITUTIONAL TRIGGERS

Trigger 1 — Delimitation. The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 — if enacted — and the

Delimitation Bill, 2026 together create the legal framework for redrawing India’s parliamentary and assembly

constituency boundaries using Census 2027 data. India’s Lok Sabha seats have not been redistributed since

1976. The freeze was deliberate: states that had successfully controlled population growth (primarily South

India) were protected from losing seats to faster-growing northern states.

That protection ends with delimitation. Census 2027 will likely show that Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have grown

proportionally far faster than Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh. South Indian states fear — with

numerical justification — that delimitation will transfer seats northward and dilute their representation in

Parliament.

This is not a minor adjustment. It is a potential restructuring of India’s federal arithmetic.

Trigger 2 — Women’s Reservation. The 106th Constitutional Amendment (2023) — the Nari Shakti

Vandan Adhiniyam — reserves 33% of Lok Sabha and State Assembly seats for women. But Section 5 of the Act

specifically states that the reservation takes effect after delimitation — which requires Census data. There is no
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legal route to implement women’s reservation before Census 2027 data is available and delimitation is carried

out using it.

This means that the delay in Census 2021 (now Census 2027) has directly delayed the constitutional entitlement

of Indian women to parliamentary representation. A six-year delay in the census has become a six-year delay in

gender justice.

Trigger 3 — OBC Enumeration. For the first time since Independence, Census 2027 will enumerate the

OBC (Other Backward Classes) population at the national level. The Supreme Court’s 2024 ruling in Pankaj

Kumar v. State of Punjab upheld sub-categorisation within OBCs. But sub-categorisation without data is

guesswork. Census 2027 OBC data will be the empirical foundation for every subsequent OBC reservation, sub-

categorisation, and proportionality determination in the country for the next decade.

THE DIGITAL CENSUS — WHAT IS NEW AND WHY IT MATTERS

Census 2027 is India’s first fully digital census. The self-enumeration portal (se.census.gov.in) allows

households to fill in their own data online before the enumerator’s visit — available in 16 languages. Mobile

apps replace paper schedules for the 3 million+ officials conducting enumeration. The CMMS (Census

Management and Monitoring System) provides near real-time supervision of enumeration progress.

These are not cosmetic upgrades. They address three chronic problems with India’s paper-based census:

Data quality. Self-enumeration by educated, literate households in 16 languages reduces transcription errors.

It also creates a verifiable data trail (the Self-Enumeration ID) that enables cross-checking by the visiting

enumerator.

Coverage. Mobile-app-based enumeration with geo-tagged household locations makes it harder for

communities to be missed — a persistent problem in urban slums, migrant settlements, and tribal hamlets.

Timeliness. Real-time monitoring of enumeration progress means the Registrar General can identify lagging

districts and deploy additional resources mid-enumeration — rather than discovering coverage gaps after the

fact.

THE 16-YEAR GAP AND ITS GOVERNANCE COST

India’s last census was 2011. By the time Census 2027 is complete, 16 years will have passed. This is not a

technicality. India’s entire welfare architecture — PM-KISAN, PMAY, PM Ujjwala, Ayushman Bharat — uses

household-level census data for beneficiary identification. After 16 years, the India that welfare schemes are

targeting is not the India that exists. Households that have moved, improved their condition, or disintegrated

entirely continue to be treated as they were in 2011.
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The governance cost of this gap is diffuse and largely invisible — which is precisely why it has been tolerated.

Census 2027 will not fix the harm done by 16 years of degraded data. But it will end it.
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Prelims Facts Corner

ITEM FACT

Census year 2027 (delayed from 2021)

Last census 2011 — 16-year gap

Phase 1 April–September 2026 (house listing)

Self-enumeration portal se.census.gov.in

SE languages 16

Total outlay ₹11,718.24 crore

Officials involved 3 million+

Women’s reservation Act 106th Constitutional Amendment (2023) — Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam

Delimitation bill Constitution 131st Amendment + Delimitation Bill 2026

OBC data First national-level OBC census count since Independence
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