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WHY IN NEWS

On April 21, 2026, a series of explosions tore through a fireworks assembly unit at Mundathikode, on
the outskirts of Thrissur city, Kerala, killing 15 people and injuring 40+ (five critically). The unit was
assembling firecrackers for the Thrissur Pooram — one of India’s grandest and most celebrated temple
festivals — on behalf of Thiruvambady Devaswom, one of the two main devaswoms (temple trusts)
organising the event. The Hindu editorial titled “Fire and Sound” (April 25, 2026) noted: “Safety is often
sacrificed at the altar of faith.”

In response, authorities decided Thrissur Pooram 2026 will proceed without fireworks and with

restricted public entry.

THRISSUR POORAM — BACKGROUND

FEATURE DETAIL

Festival Thrissur Pooram — Kerala’s largest temple festival

Location Thekkinkadu Maidan, Thrissur, Kerala

Organisers Thiruvambady Devaswom + Paramekkavu Devaswom

Famous for Elephant processions (caparisoned elephants), Kudamattam (umbrella exchange), Panchavadyam

(percussion ensemble), and fireworks (vedikettu)
Significance = Listed among India’s most spectacular festivals; major tourist draw

Timing April-May (Medom month, Malayalam calendar)
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THE EXPLOSION — WHAT HAPPENED

PARAMETER DETAIL

Date April 21, 2026

Location Mundathikode, Thrissur district, Kerala

Unit purpose Assembling fireworks (vedikettu crackers) for Thiruvambady Devaswom
Deaths 15 (toll rose as licensee Mundathikode Satheesh succumbed to 80% burns)
Injured 40+ (5 critical)

Cause Explosion in active fireworks assembly and storage area

Safety Violations Identified

VIOLATION DETAIL

Overcrowding Sheds designed for 2 workers had many more inside
Safety distances =~ Mandatory 12—18 metre separation between sheds not maintained

Explosive limits ~ Quantities exceeded permitted storage limits

Segregation Mixing, drying, assembling in same space — prohibited
Access road No road wide enough for fire engines to enter site
License Questions around validity of explosives license

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK — PESO AND EXPLOSIVES ACT

PESO (Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation)

e Statutory authority under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
e Administers: Explosives Act, 1884 and the Petroleum Act, 1934
e Issues licenses for manufacture, storage, transport, and use of explosives

® Has limited inspection capacity for the thousands of licensed explosives units across India

Explosives Act, 1884

® Governs manufacture, possession, use, sale, transport, import, export of explosives
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e Licensing: State government (for fireworks) and PESO (for industrial explosives)

e Maximum penalties: 35,000 fine (woefully inadequate given severity of violations)

Systemic Gap

PROBLEM DETAIL

Inspection deficit PESO has ~200 inspectors for thousands of licensed sites nationally
State-Centre overlap  Fireworks licensing split between state and PESO — creates accountability gaps
Cultural immunity Festival-linked activities often escape rigorous inspection due to social/political pressure

Penalty inadequacy Fine of 5,000 under 140-year-old law has no deterrent value

PATTERN OF RECURRING FIREWORKS TRAGEDIES IN INDIA

YEAR INCIDENT DEATHS
2018 Paravur church fireworks, Kerala 110

2021 Virudhunagar fireworks factory, Tamil Nadu 19

2023 Harda factory, Madhya Pradesh 13

2026 Mundathikode, Thrissur, Kerala 15

The pattern reveals: recurring violations, inadequate post-tragedy reform, and a cycle of tragedy — inquiry —

inaction.

2026 RESPONSE

e Thrissur Pooram 2026: fireworks (vedikettu) cancelled; public entry restricted; Kudamattam

scaled down
e Probe ordered: District administration ordered inquiry

e Thiruvambady Devaswom stated licensee had PESO approval — but safety distances and

overcrowding remain contested

e Kerala government announced review of fireworks regulations for temple festivals
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UPSC RELEVANCE

Prelims

e PESO: Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (under MoC&I)
e Explosives Act: 1884

® Thrissur Pooram: Thekkinkadu Maidan, Thrissur; organised by Thiruvambady + Paramekkavu

Devaswoms

e April 21, 2026: Mundathikode explosion; 15 dead

e “India’s industrial safety governance is reactive rather than preventive. Examine with reference to

recurring factory and fireworks tragedies.” (GS2/GS3)
e Balance between cultural traditions and industrial safety regulations

e PESO reform: inspection capacity, penalty revision, state-centre coordination

FACTS CORNER

FACT DETAIL

Incident April 21, 2026; Mundathikode, Thrissur, Kerala

Deaths 15 (including licensee Mundathikode Satheesh — 80% burns)
Injured 40+ (5 critical)

Purpose Fireworks assembly for Thiruvambady Devaswom (Thrissur Pooram)

Festival organisers ~ Thiruvambady Devaswom + Paramekkavu Devaswom

Festival impact Thrissur Pooram 2026 — no fireworks; restricted public entry
Regulator PESO (Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation) — MoC&I
Legal framework Explosives Act, 1884

Hindu editorial “Fire and Sound” (April 25, 2026)

— NEWER ARTICLE OLDER ARTICLE -
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RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

Fire and Sound — On Thrissur Pooram and the Cost of Sacrificing Safety at the Altar of Faith

25 Apr

INDIAN EXPRESS
Burning_Rubbish, Leaking Climate — India's Landfill Methane Crisis and the Waste Governance Vacuum

25 Apr

INDIAN EXPRESS

Decriminalising_the State — Jan Vishwas Act 2026 and the Long Road to Trust-Based Governance

25 Apr

INDIAN EXPRESS
Levelling Up — OGAI and the Challenge of Governing_India's Online Gaming_Ecosystem

25 Apr

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
42nd Amendment Freeze on Delimitation

The constitutional freeze that locked Lok Sabha seat allocation to the...

KEY TERM
Active Case Finding_ (TB),

A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM

Advance Directive (Living Will)

A legal document in which a competent adult specifies their medical...

KEY TERM
AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)

A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...
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