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WHY IN NEWS

Japan amended its Three Principles on Transfer of Defence Equipment and Technology on April

21, 2026, effectively removing blanket export restrictions and enabling — in principle — the transfer of all

categories of defence equipment. India’s MEA welcomed the move as a boost to the Special Strategic and

Global Partnership. Simultaneously, Japan proposed co-production of Mogami-class stealth frigates in

Indian shipyards, and the 8th India-Japan Army-to-Army Staff Talks were held in Tokyo (April 22–24).

JAPAN’S THREE PRINCIPLES — WHAT CHANGED?

Japan’s post-WWII pacifist constitution and three consecutive sets of principles (1967, 1976, 2014) restricted

defence exports severely. The 2014 Three Principles allowed limited exports to: allies (US), UN

peacekeeping, humanitarian use, and “countries that contribute to Japan’s security.”

ASPECT BEFORE (2014 PRINCIPLES) AFTER (2026 AMENDMENT)

Transfer scope Limited categories; strict criteria All defence equipment transferable in principle

Countries Named partners only Broader framework

End-use monitoring Required Retained + strengthened

Joint development Limited Explicitly enabled

Re-export Prohibited without consent Consent mechanism retained

Net effect: Japan moves from a whitelist model (only permitted transfers) to a default-permissive

model (all transfers permitted unless restricted).

Original Framework

April 2026 Amendment
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MOGAMI-CLASS STEALTH FRIGATES — WHAT IS ON OFFER

The Mogami-class frigate (30FFM class) is Japan’s latest multi-role surface combatant:

FEATURE DETAIL

Displacement ~3,900 tonnes

Length ~133 metres

Speed 30+ knots

Crew ~90 (highly automated)

Mission Anti-submarine warfare (ASW), surface warfare, mine countermeasures

Stealth features Low radar cross-section hull design

Weapons 127mm gun; vertical launch system; torpedoes; anti-ship missiles

Japan offered:

This would make India the first foreign country to co-produce Mogami-class frigates — a significant

diplomatic signal.

INDIA-JAPAN STRATEGIC CONTEXT

BILATERAL TIER EXAMPLES

Special Strategic and Global Partnership India-Japan (since 2014); India-US; India-Russia

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership India-France; India-Australia

Strategic Partnership India-Germany; India-ASEAN

The Ship

The Proposal

Design transfer — India builds Mogami-class frigates in Indian shipyards

Selected material supply — Japan supplies critical components/materials

Technology support — potential for specific technology transfer under oversight

Partnership Levels
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MILESTONE YEAR

US-2 Amphibious aircraft — first Japan defence export to India 2016

India-Japan Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) 2020

Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services Agreement 2020

Joint exercise: Dharma Guardian (Army) Ongoing

Joint exercise: JIMEX (Maritime) Ongoing

Japan ODA for bullet train Mumbai-Ahmedabad Ongoing

Despite strategic convergence (both concerned about China’s rise), defence cooperation has faced structural

constraints:

8TH INDIA-JAPAN ARMY-TO-ARMY STAFF TALKS (APRIL 22–24, TOKYO)

Topics discussed:

UPSC RELEVANCE

India-Japan Defence Cooperation History

Why the Partnership Has Been Slow

Japan’s constitutional and political reluctance on exports

India’s preference for technology transfer vs. buying finished products

Price competitiveness (Japanese equipment expensive)

India’s strategic autonomy principle — diversifying supply chains

Enhancing interoperability through bilateral exercises (Dharma Guardian)

SME (Subject Matter Expert) exchanges

Disaster response cooperation

Regional security assessment (Indo-Pacific)

Prelims

Japan’s Three Principles on Transfer of Defence Equipment: amended April 21, 2026

Mogami-class frigate: 30FFM; Japan’s latest multi-role stealth warship
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FACTS CORNER

FACT DETAIL

Japan’s Three Principles Amended April 21, 2026 — all equipment now transferable in principle

Mogami-class frigate 30FFM; ~3,900 tonnes; multi-role ASW stealth warship

Proposal Co-production in India; first foreign Mogami co-production

8th Staff Talks India-Japan Army-to-Army; Tokyo; April 22–24, 2026

Partnership tier Special Strategic and Global Partnership (since 2014)

First Japan defence export to India US-2 amphibious aircraft (2016)

ACSA signed 2020 — logistics support agreement

← NEWER ARTICLE

World Bank South Asia Economic Update
April 2026 — India GDP...

OLDER ARTICLE →

India's Landfills Among World's Top Methane
Emitters —...

India-Japan partnership tier: Special Strategic and Global Partnership (since 2014)

8th India-Japan Army-to-Army Staff Talks: Tokyo, April 22–24, 2026

Mains

“Japan’s defence export pivot creates strategic opportunities and structural challenges for India.

Critically examine.” (GS2)

India’s defence procurement dilemma: buy vs. Make in India vs. co-production

Indo-Pacific security architecture: India, Japan, Quad and the China factor
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Japan's Defence Export Pivot — Strategic Opportunity and Structural Constraints for India
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

Act East Policy
India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme
India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...

KEY TERM

AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)
A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...

KEY TERM

Article 355
Constitutional provision making it the duty of the Union to protect...
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