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IE The Indian Express | 2 tags ▾

🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"The 131st Constitutional Amendment Bill — linking delimitation with women's reservation —
was defeated in the Lok Sabha on April 17, 2026, with the NDA securing only ~298 votes
against the required two-thirds special majority. Indian Express argues that while the bill's
defeat protected southern states from disproportionate seat loss and preserved the integrity of
the Census-based delimitation norm, it has also prolonged the delay in implementing
women's reservation in Parliament. The central tension: India's democratic federalism worked
— but the bill's defeat cannot be celebrated as a victory for gender equity. Should women's
reservation be decoupled from delimitation?"

EDITORIAL SUMMARY

Indian Express argues the 131st Amendment’s defeat protected southern states from disproportionate seat loss

— a federal victory. But the cost is further delay in women’s parliamentary reservation, which at ~15% remains

shamefully low. The editorial calls for decoupling women’s reservation from delimitation, implementing it from

2029 on existing constituencies, and pursuing a seat-expansion-based delimitation that protects all states’

absolute representation.
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL TIMELINE

YEAR DEVELOPMENT

1971 Inter-state Lok Sabha seat distribution frozen (42nd Amendment, 1976)

2001 Intra-state constituency boundaries frozen (84th Amendment)

2023 106th Amendment — women’s 33% reservation, linked to post-delimitation

April 17, 2026 131st Constitutional Amendment Bill defeated in Lok Sabha

Late 2027 2026 Census figures expected to be published

2028+ Delimitation Commission can be constituted

2029 Next Lok Sabha general election

THE NORTH-SOUTH SEAT ARITHMETIC

STATE
POPULATION GROWTH SINCE

1971

EXPECTED IMPACT OF

DELIMITATION

Uttar Pradesh High More seats

Bihar High More seats

Rajasthan High More seats

Kerala Slow (demographic transition) Relatively fewer seats

Tamil Nadu Slow Relatively fewer seats

Andhra

Pradesh/Telangana

Moderate Relatively fewer seats
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS2 — Polity Article 81(2)(a), Article 82, Article 368 special majority, Article 329, Delimitation Commission

GS2 — Polity 42nd Amendment (1976), 84th Amendment (2001), 106th Amendment (2023), 131st Amendment

Bill (2026)

GS2 —

Governance

Women’s representation, gender quota, north-south federal divide

GS1 — Society Gender equity in political representation, demographic dividend

Mains

Keywords

Delimitation, Article 81, 1971 freeze, 106th Amendment, Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, Articles

330A 332A, Delimitation Commission, Article 329, special majority Article 368, north-south divide,

federal equity

K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

The defeat of the 131st Constitutional Amendment Bill protects the
constitutional norm of Census-based delimitation and prevents
premature redistribution of parliamentary seats that would have
penalised southern states for their demographic success — but

this federal victory comes at a cost: the 106th Amendment’s
women’s reservation mandate (33% seats) remains suspended

indefinitely, hostage to a delimitation exercise that cannot
proceed until post-2026 Census figures are published in late 2027

at the earliest; Indian Express argues that decoupling women’s
reservation from delimitation — through an interim reservation

framework for the 2029 general election using existing
constituency boundaries — is both constitutionally feasible and

politically overdue.

The federal equity dimension: The 42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976) froze inter-
state seat distribution at 1971 Census levels specifically to incentivise family planning.
Southern states — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana — achieved
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⚠ COUNTER

Some argue that delimitation and women’s reservation are constitutionally inseparable
under the 106th Amendment — any decoupling would require another constitutional
amendment, which faces the same two-thirds majority barrier. Northern states maintain
that population-based representation is the foundational democratic principle, and
postponing delimitation simply extends the current democratic distortion where a voter in
UP has a fraction of the parliamentary weight of a voter in Kerala.

demographic transition successfully.
Using the current population to redistribute seats would give more seats to high-growth
northern states (UP, Bihar, Rajasthan) while reducing the relative weight of southern
states. This is a structural injustice that the defeat of the 131st Amendment correctly
prevented.
The principle of one person, one vote, one value cannot be achieved by penalising
demographic responsibility.

The women’s reservation cost: The 106th Constitutional Amendment (2023) — the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam — explicitly tied women’s reservation to post-delimitation
constituencies. This conditionality was always a deferral mechanism.
The 2026 Census data will be available only in late 2027; delimitation itself takes
additional years; the 2029 general election cannot wait for this process. Women’s
representation in the Lok Sabha currently stands at approximately 15% — one of the
lowest among major democracies.
Every election cycle without the reservation deepens this democratic deficit.

The constitutional path to decoupling: The Supreme Court’s expansive reading of
fundamental rights — including the right to equality (Article 14) and non-discrimination
(Article 15) — provides a basis for the Court to direct Parliament to implement women’s
reservation in the 2029 election using existing constituency boundaries, pending full
delimitation. Alternatively, Parliament could amend the 106th Amendment to provide for
a transitional reservation based on existing seats, explicitly limiting the first cycle to
existing constituency configurations — preserving both women’s reservation and federal
equity.

The political economy of reform: PM Modi’s post-defeat address blamed the
Opposition for “killing women’s reservation.” The Opposition countered that the bill was
a “Trojan horse” for north-south seat redistribution dressed in gender equity language.
Both narratives contain some truth.
What India needs is a consensus mechanism — possibly a Joint Parliamentary
Committee or a Delimitation Commission with an explicit federal equity mandate — that
separates the women’s reservation question from the seat redistribution question and
resolves each on its own democratic merits.
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From this perspective, southern states opposing the bill were protecting their
disproportionate representation, not defending democratic principle.

→ WAY FORWARD

Four-step roadmap: (1) Immediate decoupling — new constitutional amendment
separating women’s reservation from delimitation, implementing 33% reservation from
2029 general election using existing constituency boundaries with rotation mechanism
designed by ECI; (2) Delimitation Commission 2028 — constituted after 2026 Census
figures are published (expected late 2027), with explicit federal equity mandate —
expanding total Lok Sabha seats to 750-850 to accommodate demographic growth
without proportionally reducing southern seats; (3) Constitutional guarantee — amend
Article 81 to provide that no state shall have its seat count reduced in absolute terms
through any delimitation exercise (only relative share adjusted through seat expansion); (4)
Consensus building — reconstitute the Parliamentary Committee on Women’s
Empowerment to build cross-party consensus before any further constitutional attempt.

🧠
PRACTICE TODAY’S QUIZ

Take the 19 April 2026 Quiz →

✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

The defeat of the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 has been described as both a victory for
federal democracy and a setback for women's political representation. Analyse the constitutional,

federal, and gender-equity dimensions of this outcome, and suggest a path forward for implementing
women's reservation in Parliament without triggering the north-south demographic conflict. (250

words)

INTRODUCTION

The defeat of the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha — securing only ~298
votes against the required special majority of 352-363 — has multiple constitutional dimensions. The

bill sought to advance delimitation based on 2011 Census data, triggering implementation of the 106th
Amendment (2023) women’s reservation mandate.

Its defeat protects federal equity but extends the delay in women’s parliamentary representation.
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BODY

Federal dimension — the victory: India’s inter-state seat distribution has been frozen since the 1971
Census (Article 81(2)(a)) specifically to prevent penalising states for demographic success. Southern

states achieved demographic transition; using current population to redistribute seats would reduce
their relative parliamentary weight.

The bill’s defeat prevents this — protecting the constitutional principle that demographic responsibility
should not be electorally penalised. The defeat also reaffirmed the norm that evidence-based

delimitation (Census data) should precede seat redistribution. Gender equity dimension — the cost:
India’s Lok Sabha has approximately 15% women members — significantly below global democratic

averages.
The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (106th Amendment, 2023) mandated 33% reservation, but tied

its implementation to a post- Census delimitation exercise. The 2026 Census data won’t be published
until late 2027; the delimitation process itself takes additional years.

The 2029 election cannot realistically wait. The constitutional architecture: Article 81(2)(a) freezes
inter-state seats; Article 82 directs Parliament to legislate delimitation after each Census; the

Delimitation Commission under the Delimitation Act has orders unchallengeable in court (Article 329).
The 106th Amendment inserts Articles 330A (Lok Sabha) and 332A (State Assemblies) — both

conditioned on delimitation.
Decoupling requires amending these inserted articles — another constitutional amendment requiring

the same two-thirds majority. The decoupling debate: The constitutional path is difficult but not
impossible. A new amendment providing transitional women’s reservation using existing constituencies

— explicitly limited to pre-delimitation constituencies and allowing rotation after each election — could
achieve gender equity without triggering the north-south conflict.

Alternatively, expanding Lok Sabha seats to 750-850 through seat addition (rather than redistribution)
could accommodate both demographic growth and federal equity simultaneously.

CONCLUSION

The 131st Amendment’s defeat was constitutionally correct — it prevented demographically unjust seat

redistribution. But the women’s reservation promise cannot remain suspended.
India needs a two-track solution: immediate decoupling of women’s reservation from delimitation for

the 2029 election, and a separate, consensus-based delimitation process that expands total seats rather
than redistributing existing ones. The constitutional architecture allows both — if political will matches

democratic aspiration.
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