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India and China held bilateral consultations under the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
framework on April 16-17, 2026. This is the first formal bilateral after the conclusion of the Ladakh
disengagement framework in late 2024. The talks signal continued normalisation of ties — without

prejudicing India’s outstanding boundary concerns being addressed under the Special Representatives

(SR) mechanism for boundary settlement.

THE STRATEGIC CONTEXT: FROM GALWAN TO RE-ENGAGEMENT

The Backdrop — Ladakh 2020-2024

The June 15, 2020 Galwan Valley clash — in which 20 Indian soldiers were killed in the line of
duty defending the Line of Actual Control (LAC) against PLA aggression (PLA casualties remain
unconfirmed by China) — marked the worst India-China military confrontation in decades. The subsequent

crisis included:
¢ Buildup of forces along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) — both sides deployed 50,000+ troops in
forward areas.
¢ Diplomatic freeze at political and economic levels.

¢ Multiple rounds of Corps Commander-level talks — Chushul-Moldo border meeting points

hosted 21 rounds.

e Friction-area disengagement — phased withdrawals at Galwan, Pangong Tso, Hot Springs,

Gogra, and finally Demchok and Depsang Plains.

Late 2024 Framework

In October 2024 (Kazan, on the sidelines of BRICS Summit), Prime Minister Modi and President Xi
met for their first bilateral after the Galwan clash. The disengagement framework at Demchok and Depsang
Plains was finalised, allowing patrolling resumption. This created political space for graduated normalisation

through 2025 and now 2026.
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WHAT THE SCO BILATERAL MEANS

Forum Significance

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a Eurasian intergovernmental organisation:

FEATURE DETAIL

Founded 2001 (Shanghai)

Founding members China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
India joined 2017 (full member)

Other members Pakistan (2017), Iran (2023), Belarus (2024)

HQ Beijing

Secretary-General Rotating (currently Nurlan Yermekbayev/successor)

Council of Heads of State ~ Annual summit

Why SCO as the Vehicle?

India deliberately chose to engage China through SCO bilateral on the margins of multilateral forum —

rather than direct bilateral. This signals:

O Multilateral cover for what is effectively a bilateral dialogue.
© Acknowledging China’s role in regional architecture without endorsing all SCO positions.
© Avoiding the optics of a full-bilateral that could be politically sensitive domestically.

0 Embedding India-China dialogue in a broader regional framework where Pakistan-India

dynamics also play out.

Issues on the Table

Reported agenda items include:

e Trade normalisation — graduated easing of post-Galwan investment restrictions on Chinese FDI.
e Border patrol coordination — extending Demchok-Depsang protocols.

¢ Cultural and people-to-people exchanges — visa easing, direct flights resumption.

¢ Counter-terrorism cooperation — within SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS).

e Trans-Himalayan rivers cooperation (Brahmaputra hydrological data).
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INDIA'S STRATEGIC CALCULATION

Why Re-engage Now?

Several factors converge:

o Boundary disengagement is largely complete — political space for normalisation exists.

2] Trump 2.0 reciprocal tariffs have reshaped India’s external environment; predictability with

major neighbours becomes more valuable.

® Trade and supply chain rationality — Chinese intermediate goods remain critical for India’s

manufacturing.

4] Russia-China-India triangle — preserving India’s strategic autonomy as Russia-China ties

deepen.

® BRriCS expansion — shared institutional commitments require working dialogue.

What India Did NOT Concede

India’s posture is normalisation without compromise on:
¢ Boundary settlement — remains under Special Representatives mechanism (NSA Doval <
Chinese counterpart).
¢ One India policy — Chinese sensitivities on Tibet, Taiwan acknowledged but not new concessions.
¢ Quad commitments — India’s Quad participation is not being downgraded.

o Investment scrutiny — Press Note 3 (April 2020) restrictions on Chinese FDI in border-list sectors

remain.

THE QUAD-SCO BALANCE

India’s simultaneous participation in:
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FORUM MEMBERS INDIA’S ROLE

Quad USA, Japan, Australia, India Indo-Pacific democracy partner
SCO China, Russia, Pakistan, Iran, etc. Eurasian engagement

BRICS Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa + 4 (2024 expansion)  Global South leadership

G20 20 major economies Multilateral economic governance
I12U2 India, Israel, UAE, USA West Asian economic-tech

IBSA India, Brazil, South Africa South-South cooperation

This multi-alignment strategy is India’s defining post-2014 foreign policy posture — engaging multiple

coalitions without exclusive commitment.

WHAT COMES NEXT?

Likely Near-Term Steps

® Modi-Xi summit — likely on margins of BRICS 2026 (India is BRICS Chair) or SCO Summit 2026
(Chinese hosting).

2 Foreign Minister-level dialogue — Jaishankar—Wang Yi formal meeting.
3] Special Representatives meeting on boundary — NSA Doval and Chinese counterpart Wang Yi.

o Border consolidation — codifying Demchok-Depsang patrolling under formal agreement.

Medium-Term Trajectory

e Trade reset — phased easing of restrictions on specific Chinese investments (battery tech,

electronics components, solar).
¢ Tourism resumption — direct flights restoration; visa easing.

o Educational exchanges — Indian students returning to Chinese universities (significant pre-2020

cohort).

® Cultural diplomacy — bilateral cultural year if relations stabilise.

Boundary Settlement Architecture

The boundary remains under multi-layered architecture:

e Special Representatives (SR) — political-level engagement (NSA-equivalent).

¢ Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs

(WMCC) — operational level.

India-China SCO Bilateral Talks: Pragmatic Re-engagement After the Ladakh Disengagement 5/10


https://ujiyari.com/terms/multi-alignment/
https://ujiyari.com/vocab/consolidation/
https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

e Corps Commander talks — military operational level.

e Hotlines — service-to-service confidence-building.

LONG-TERM STRATEGIC CALCULUS

Three Scenarios

Scenario 1: Stable Normalisation

e Boundary holds under disengagement framework.
® Trade and investment normalise selectively.
e Multilateral forums function smoothly.

® This is the most likely near-term path.
Scenario 2: Periodic Friction with Managed De-escalation

® Periodic LAC incidents but contained through institutional mechanisms.
e Trade and people-to-people ties continue.
® This is the realistic medium-term outlook.
Scenario 3: Renewed Crisis
o A future LAC standoff or strategic shock (Taiwan crisis, US-China conflict) destabilises bilateral.
® India retains capability to respond firmly while preserving multi-alignment.

e This remains a tail risk.

India’s posture across all scenarios: strategic autonomy, military preparedness, and diplomatic

engagement.

WAY FORWARD

Diplomatic

o Operationalise Special Representatives mechanism with a defined timeline for boundary

discussion.
© Modi-Xi annual bilateral — institutionalise on summit margins.
3 Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) — annual at Foreign Secretary level.

4] Track-2 dialogues — Indian and Chinese think-tank exchanges.
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Economic

L) Selective FDI easing in non-sensitive sectors with security review.

© Trade balance correction — current deficit ~USD 80-90 billion needs reduction through Indian

export expansion.

© Supply chain selective decoupling — particularly in critical minerals, semiconductors, telecom.

Military

o LAC infrastructure consolidation — roads, helipads, advanced posts.
2] Information warfare preparedness — addressing PLA Strategic Support Force capabilities.

© Indo-Pacific deterrence — naval cooperation through Quad and Malabar exercises.

Multilateral

® Brics chairship 2026 — leverage India’s chair to set agenda balancing Chinese and Western

interests.
© G20 climate financing — joint pressure on developed-country financing commitments.

® South-South cooperation — joint India-China engagement in Africa, Latin America.

UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS-2 1R India-China relations; SCO; Quad; BRICS; multi-alignment; Special Representatives mechanism
GS-2 IR Galwan clash (June 2020); LAC; Demchok-Depsang disengagement; Modi-Xi Kazan 2024

GS-3 Internal LAC infrastructure; PLA modernisation; Indian military posture; Press Note 3 (FDI restrictions)
Security

GS-3 Economy Trade deficit with China; supply chain vulnerabilities; critical minerals dependence

GS-2 Polity National security architecture; NSA role; SR mechanism; WMCC

Mains Keywords India-China bilateral, SCO, Galwan clash 2020, LAC, Demchok-Depsang, Modi-Xi Kazan 2024,
Special Representatives, WMCC, Press Note 3, multi-alignment, Quad-SCO balance, BRICS
expansion, RATS
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FACTS CORNER

ITEM DETAIL

SCO bilateral dates April 16-17, 2026

First bilateral since Galwan clash (June 2020) — formal post-disengagement engagement

Modi-Xi reset Kazan, October 2024 (BRICS Summit margins)

SCO founded 2001 (Shanghai)

India joined SCO 2017

SCO members (2026) 9 — China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan, Iran,
Belarus

Galwan casualties 20 Indian soldiers killed in line of duty; PLA casualties unconfirmed by China

Boundary mechanism Special Representatives (SR) at NSA-equivalent level

Operational mechanism WMCC; Corps Commander talks; hotlines

FDI restriction since Press Note 3 — Chinese FDI requires government approval

2020

India-China bilateral ~USD 130+ billion (2024); Indian deficit ~USD 80-90 billion

trade

Indian Quad partners USA, Japan, Australia

Indian BRICS chair year 2026

~ NEWER ARTICLE OLDER ARTICLE —
Article 21A and Early Childhood Education: Meghalaya Recognises Khasi and Garo as
The Supreme Court... Official Languages....
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RELATED EDITORIALS

BUSINESS STANDARD
COP33 Withdrawal: India's Climate Leadership at the Crossroads

18 Apr

MINT
India-China After Ladakh: Pragmatic Re-engagement Without Strategic Concession

18 Apr

THE HINDU
The UAPA at the Crossroads: Anti-Terror Law and Civil Liberties Under Strain

17 Apr

INDIAN EXPRESS
India's Migration Governance: From Crisis Response to Continuous Architecture

17 Apr

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme

India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...

KEY TERM
AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)

A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...
KEY TERM

Asymmetry

A lack of equality or equivalence between corresponding parts or roles...
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