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COP33 Withdrawal: India's Climate
Leadership at the Crossroads

& Business Standard 18 April 2026

BS Business Standard 5 tags ¥

INTERVIEW ANGLE

’ "India’s decision to withdraw its bid to host COP33 in 2028 — first announced by PM Modi at
COP28 Dubai in December 2023 — has been quietly executed without major public
explanation. Business Standard argues this signals a strategic shift from UNFCCC-centric
climate diplomacy to plurilateral platforms (ISA, CDRI, GBA), but also raises uncomfortable
questions about India's willingness to assume Global South leadership responsibilities. Is India

retreating from climate leadership, or repositioning it?"

Source: Original editorial »  Business Standard

EDITORIAL SUMMARY

Business Standard examines India’s COP33 withdrawal — strategic recalibration from UNFCCC-centric to
plurilateral climate diplomacy (ISA, CDRI, GBA, Mission LiFE), but with real costs to Global South positioning
and climate finance leverage. NCQG USD 300 billion goal at COP29 vs USD 1.3 trillion sought; Loss and
Damage Fund USD 700 million vs USD 400 billion need. Calls for plurilateral platform consolidation, G20

climate leadership, EU CBAM strategic response, and credible Net Zero 2070 implementation.
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COP HOSTING TIMELINE

HOST KEY OUTCOME
COP21 2015 Paris Paris Agreement
COP26 2021 Glasgow India announces Net Zero 2070
COP27y 2022 Sharm el-Sheikh Loss and Damage Fund
operationalised
COP28 2023 Dubai India announces COP33 hosting
bid
COP29 2024 Baku NCQG USD 300 billion/year by
2035
COP30 2025 Belém, Brazil First Amazon COP
COP31 2026 Tirkiye (planned)
COP32 2027 Ethiopia (planned)
COP33 2028 India bid withdrawn — South Korea
emerging

INDIA'S CLIMATE DIPLOMACY ARCHITECTURE

PLATFORM YEAR ROLE

UNFCCC 1992 Universal climate negotiations

Paris Agreement 2015 NDC framework

ISA (International Solar Alliance) 2015 120+ members; Gurugram HQ

CDRI 2019 60+ members; resilient infrastructure
GBA (Global Biofuels Alliance) 2023 Biofuel cooperation

Mission LiFE 2022 Individual behavioural framework
G20 climate working groups Continuing Established 2023

BRICS climate dialogue 2026 chair India BRICS chair year

COP33 Withdrawal: India's Climate Leadership at the Crossroads 3/10


https://ujiyari.com/terms/paris-agreement/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/loss-and-damage-fund/
https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

INDIA'S NDC (UPDATED 2022)

TARGET SPECIFICS

Emission intensity reduction  45% from 2005 levels by 2030

Non-fossil capacity 50% of installed power by 2030
Cumulative CO2 reduction 1 billion tonnes by 2030

Carbon sink 2.5-3 billion tonnes via forests by 2030
Net Zero 2070

CLIMATE FINANCE ARCHITECTURE GAP

MECHANISM PLEDGE/GOAL NEED

Original Copenhagen goal (2009) USD 100 billion/year by 2020  Never fully met

NCQG at COP29 (2024) USD 300 billion/year by 2035  USD 1.3 trillion sought
Loss and Damage Fund (COP27, 2022)  USD 700 million initial USD 400 billion+/year
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS3 — UNFCCC, COP33, Paris Agreement, NDCs, climate finance, Loss and Damage Fund, Article 6
Environment

GS2 — IR Climate diplomacy, Voice of Global South, ISA, CDRI, GBA, G20, BRICS climate engagement
GS3 — Climate finance, green hydrogen mission, EU CBAM, energy transition costs

Economy

GS2 — NDC implementation, multi-stakeholder climate governance, plurilateral diplomacy
Governance

GS3 — Net Zero 2070 implementation pathway, sectoral decarbonisation

Environment

Mains UNFCCC, COP33 withdrawal, COP28 Dubai bid, COP29 Baku NCQG, Paris Agreement, NDC, Net
Keywords Zero 2070, ISA, CDRI, Global Biofuels Alliance, Mission LiFE, Loss and Damage Fund, Article 6

carbon markets, EU CBAM, Voice of Global South, BRICS chair 2026

® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE

India”’s formal withdrawal of its COP33 hosting bid (originally
offered by PM Modi at COP28 Dubai in December 2023) signals
not a retreat from climate engagement but a strategic
recalibration — away from UNFCCC-centric high-cost diplomacy
toward plurilateral platforms (International Solar Alliance,
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, Global Biofuels
Alliance, Mission LiFE) where India has structural leadership
advantages; however, the withdrawal also creates real costs to
India”’s Voice of the Global South positioning, complicates climate
finance bargaining at NCQG implementation stage, and reduces
India"'s leverage on EU CBAM and other carbon-trade interface
questions.

v SUPPORTING
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* Hosting a COP confers significant agenda-setting power, climate finance leverage, and
Global South representation legitimacy. Brazil"s COP30 hosting (Belém, 2025)
demonstrated this — securing Amazon-centric agenda framing and South-South
coalition momentum.

India"s withdrawal foregoes equivalent positioning for 2028.

* The financial and operational costs of hosting are substantial — typically USD 200-400
million for a major COP, with 30,000-50,000 delegates over 2 weeks. India"'s domestic
policy priorities (semiconductor mission, Al mission, infrastructure expansion, possibly
election-year fiscal constraints in 2027-28) likely contributed to the cost-benefit
reassessment.

* India retains substantial climate diplomacy infrastructure beyond COP hosting:
International Solar Alliance (ISA, 2015) with 120+ member countries, Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI, 2019) with 60+ members, Global Biofuels
Alliance (GBA, 2023), Mission LiFE (2022). India also has G20 climate working group
leadership through the Brazil-South Africa-USA cycle and BRICS chair role in 2026.

* India”s NDC commitments (45% emission intensity reduction by 2030, 50% non-fossil
capacity, Net Zero 2070) remain substantial — the withdrawal does not reverse these.
However, the COP33 hosting would have been a natural forum to push for the NCQG
USD 300 billion/year climate finance goal's upward revision toward the USD 1.3 trillion
Global South demand.

A COUNTER

Hosting a COP imposes accountability scrutiny that India may not be ready for —
particularly on coal phase-down trajectory (currently ~70% of electricity generation),
climate finance disbursement vs receipt, EU CBAM impact on exports, and Loss and
Damage Fund contribution. Withdrawing avoids these uncomfortable conversations while
preserving India"s diplomatic flexibility.

The withdrawal may be strategically clever rather than strategically weak — preserving
political capital for higher-impact diplomatic moves.

— WAY FORWARD

Five-pillar climate diplomacy framework: (1) Plurilateral platform consolidation —
strengthen ISA, CDRI, GBA, Mission LiFE through institutional capacity and budgetary
commitment; (2) G20 climate leadership — leverage India"s established G20 climate track
record (2023 presidency) to drive NCQG and Article 6 implementation; (3) Global South
coalition — work with Brazil (G20 2024), South Africa (G20 2025), Indonesia, Mexico to
coordinate Global South climate positions despite COP33 withdrawal; (4) EU CBAM
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strategic response — bilateral engagement, WTO challenge, and accelerated domestic
carbon pricing under Energy Conservation Act 2022 amendments; (5) Net Zero 2070
implementation — sector-by-sector decarbonisation roadmap with measurable

milestones, building credibility for future climate diplomacy.

PRACTICE TODAY'S QUIz

Take the 18 April 2026 Quiz —

-,t, MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
India has withdrawn its bid to host COP33. Critically examine the implications of this decision for

India’s climate diplomacy, Voice of the Global South positioning, and the evolving architecture of

multilateral climate cooperation. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of External Affairs formally confirmed in mid-April 2026 that India has withdrawn its bid to
host the UNFCCC Conference of Parties (COP33) scheduled for 2028. The bid was originally
announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at COP28 in Dubai (December 2023).

India"s stated rationale is a “review of commitments for 2028.” South Korea, particularly the Jeollanam-
do province, has emerged as the leading alternative host. Business Standard argues that the withdrawal
represents not a retreat from climate engagement but a strategic recalibration — though one with real

diplomatic costs.

BODY

The UNFCCC architecture and COP significance: The UNFCCC was adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit
in Rio. The Conference of Parties (COP) is the supreme decision-making body, meeting annually.
Hosting a COP confers agenda-setting power, climate finance leverage, technology transfer agenda
framing, and soft power. Brazil"s COP30 hosting (Belém, November 2025) demonstrated this through
Amazon-centric agenda framing and Global South coalition consolidation. The financial and
operational dimension: Hosting a major COP typically costs USD 200-400 million, requires
accommodation for 30,000-50,000 delegates over 2 weeks, and demands sustained diplomatic
attention for 2-3 years pre-event.

India"'s 2028 timing coincides with potentially constrained domestic budgets (post-2027 elections),
competing priorities (semiconductor mission, Al mission, defence modernisation), and reduced political

bandwidth. The accountability dimension: Hosting in 2028 — after the 2025 Global Stocktake and as
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India"s 2030 NDC milestone approaches — would have placed India under intense scrutiny on coal
phase-down trajectory (currently ~70% of electricity), Loss and Damage Fund non-contribution (despite
being recipient-eligible), EU CBAM exposure of Indian steel and aluminium exports, and climate finance
receipt-disbursement balance. The withdrawal avoids this scrutiny. India”’s NDC commitments remain
substantial: Updated 2022 (post-COP26 Glasgow): (a) 45% emission intensity reduction from 2005
levels by 2030; (b) 50% non-fossil installed power capacity by 2030; © cumulative reduction of 1 billion
tonnes of CO2 by 2030; (d) additional carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion tonnes through forests by 2030; (e)
Net Zero by 2070.

These are intensity-based (per unit GDP), reflecting the developing-country position. The withdrawal
does not affect these commitments. India’'s plurilateral climate diplomacy infrastructure:
International Solar Alliance (ISA, 2015) — 120+ member countries, secretariat in Gurugram,
becoming a major geopolitical platform. Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI, 2019)
— 60+ members, addressing climate-resilient infrastructure financing. Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA,
2023) — biofuel cooperation. Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment, 2022) — individual
behavioural change framework. G20 climate working groups — India"’s 2023 presidency established
credibility, ongoing engagement through Brazil- South Africa-USA cycle. BRICS climate dialogue —
India"s 2026 chair role. The Global South positioning question: India has cultivated the Voice of the
Global South narrative through G20 presidency, ISA leadership, IBSA Forum, and consistent diplomatic
emphasis on developing-country interests.

COP33 hosting would have amplified this — and the withdrawal weakens the narrative. South Korea
hosting in 2028 — a developed Asian economy — could shift COP33 agenda toward developed-
country comfort zones, reducing Global South leverage on NCQG, Article 6 carbon markets, and Loss
and Damage Fund expansion. The climate finance dimension: The COP29 Baku NCQG (USD 300
billion/year by 2035) is significantly below the USD 1.3 trillion sought by Global South.

COP33 was likely to be a major upward revision opportunity. India"s withdrawal reduces its leverage on
this question.

The Loss and Damage Fund — operationalised at COP27 Sharm el-Sheikh (2022) with initial USD 700
million pledge against estimated USD 400 billion+/year need — also faces capitalisation challenges that
COP33 hosting would have addressed.

CONCLUSION

India"s COP33 withdrawal is strategically defensible if it preserves political capital for higher-impact
diplomacy through plurilateral platforms (ISA, CDRI, GBA, Mission LiFE), G20 climate leadership, and
BRICS chair role. But it imposes real costs on Global South positioning, climate finance bargaining, and
EU CBAM negotiation leverage.

The way forward requires: institutional consolidation of plurilateral platforms; continued G20 climate
leadership; Global South coalition coordination with Brazil-South Africa-Indonesia; EU CBAM strategic

response (bilateral + WTO + domestic carbon pricing); and credible Net Zero 2070 implementation.
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India"s climate leadership must now be earned through delivery on existing commitments rather than
through hosting prestige.

®: RELATED DAILY ARTICLES

18 Apr - Current Affairs Today — April 18, 2026

18 Apr India's 100 GW Nuclear Roadmap by 2047: Tenfold...

18 Apr  India Withdraws COP33 Hosting Bid: Climate Leadership...
18 Apr India-China SCO Bilateral Talks: Pragmatic...

— NEWER EDITORIAL OLDER EDITORIAL -

India's 100 GW Nuclear Push: Strategic India-China After Ladakh: Pragmatic Re-

Necessity, Liability... engagement Without...
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