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Thank You, Viktor Axelsen, for the Game: A
Tribute and the Prize Money Parity Question

#: The Indian Express 17 April 2026

IE  The Indian Express 3 tags v

) INTERVIEW ANGLE

¢ "Danish badminton legend Viktor Axelsen's retirement marks the end of an era — 31
tournament wins, two Olympic golds, multiple World titles between 2018-2025. Beyond his
on-court excellence, Axelsen advocated for shuttlers receiving prize money parity with tennis.
With Indian shuttlers (PV Sindhu, HS Prannoy, Lakshya Sen) prominent on the world tour,
what does his legacy mean for the global structure of the sport?"

Source: Original editorial »  The Indian Express

EDITORIAL SUMMARY

Indian Express pays tribute to retiring Danish shuttler Viktor Axelsen — 31 BWF World Tour titles, two Olympic
golds (Tokyo 2021, Paris 2024), multiple World titles — while highlighting his advocacy for prize money parity
between badminton and tennis. The editorial situates the moment within India’s maturing badminton

ecosystem (Sindhu, Prannoy, Sen, doubles specialists) and calls for BWF commercial reform.
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VIKTOR AXELSEN — CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

ACHIEVEMENT DETAIL

World Championship 2017 gold
Olympic Gold (Tokyo) 2021
Olympic Gold (Paris) 2024 — joining Lin Dan as only male repeat champion

BWF World Tour Titles 31

Career span (peak) 2018-2025
Retirement age 32
Post-2020 base Dubai (training with Asian players)

PRIZE MONEY — THE PARITY QUESTION

TOURNAMENT WINNER PRIZE (APPROX)

BWF World Tour Finals (badminton)  USD 120,000-180,000

ATP Finals (tennis) USD 4+ million
WTA Finals (tennis) USD 4+ million
Wimbledon Singles (tennis) USD 3+ million
All England Open (badminton) USD 80,000-100,000
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INDIA'S BADMINTON ECOSYSTEM

PLAYER NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

PV Sindhu Olympic silver 2016, bronze 2020; World Championship gold 2019
HS Prannoy Top-10 ranked; Asian Games team gold

Lakshya Sen All England finalist; Olympic bronze

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy + Chirag Shetty =~ World No. 1 doubles pair (multiple weeks)

Pullela Gopichand Coach; All England Open winner 2001

UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS1— Viktor Axelsen; PV Sindhu; Pullela Gopichand; sporting biographies

Personalities

GS1 — Society Sports as cultural soft power; gender equity in sport; international sport governance

GS3 — Sports economy; broadcast rights; sponsorship; commercial structure of sport

Economy

Mains Viktor Axelsen, BWF, World Tour Finals, prize money parity, PV Sindhu, Pullela Gopichand
Keywords Academy, Premier Badminton League, Tokyo 2021, Paris 2024, Lin Dan, Satwik-Chirag

® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE

Viktor Axelsen’’s retirement after a dominant 2018-2025 career —
31 tournament wins, two Olympic golds (Tokyo 2021, Paris 2024),
multiple World Championship titles — closes a chapter in men"'s
singles badminton; but his lasting legacy may be his persistent
advocacy for prize money parity between badminton and tennis,
exposing a structural inequality in global sport that
disproportionately affects elite shuttlers despite badminton being
one of the most globally watched sports, particularly in Asia.
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v SUPPORTING

* Axelsen won the 2017 World Championship, Tokyo Olympics 2021 gold, and Paris
Olympics 2024 gold — becoming only the second player after China"'s Lin Dan to win
consecutive Olympic men"s singles titles. His 31 BWF World Tour titles place him among

the most decorated men''s singles players in the open era.

* Badminton World Federation (BWF) prize money is significantly lower than tennis
ATP/WTA circuits. A BWF World Tour Finals winner takes home ~USD 120,000-180,000; a
comparable ATP Finals or WTA Finals winner takes home over USD 4 million.

Axelsen has publicly argued this gap is unjustified given comparable global viewership.

* India"s badminton ecosystem has matured — PV Sindhu (Olympic silver 2016, bronze
2020, World Championship gold 2019), HS Prannoy, Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth, and
the doubles specialists Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty have made India a
consistent world tour presence. The Pullela Gopichand Academy and the Premier

Badminton League have been instrumental.

* Badminton is overwhelmingly an Asian sport — China, Indonesia, Malaysia, India, Japan,
South Korea, Chinese Taipei dominate the rankings. Axelsen”s Danish background made
him an outlier; his post-2020 relocation to Dubai and training partnerships with Asian

players reflected the sport”s geographic centre of gravity.

A COUNTER

Prize money parity is a complex issue — tennis's commercial value reflects decades of
broadcast rights development, brand sponsorship, and Grand Slam franchise building that
badminton has not yet replicated. Direct comparison may be misleading.

Axelsen'’s advocacy has helped raise awareness but structural change requires BWF
commercial reform, tournament rationalisation, and broadcast partnership investment.
India"s badminton success has been built on individual brilliance and academy excellence
— structural reform of Indian badminton (selection, governance, tour funding) remains a

parallel challenge.

— WAY FORWARD

Five-pillar agenda: (1) BWF commercial reform — broadcast rights consolidation, Premier
League-style franchise tournaments, brand sponsorship platforms; (2) Prize money
progression — gradual increase tied to revenue growth, with mandatory minimum
thresholds; (3) India badminton governance — Badminton Association of India (BAI)
reform, transparent selection, professional management; (4) Academy expansion —

beyond Hyderabad (Gopichand Academy), develop centres in tier-2 cities; (5) Para-
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badminton integration — building on India"s strong para-badminton record for inclusive

ecosystem development.

PRACTICE TODAY'S QUIz

Take the 17 April 2026 Quiz —

“t\ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
The retirement of badminton legend Viktor Axelsen invites reflection on the sport's global

infrastructure, prize money parity, and India’s place in the international badminton ecosystem.

Examine the structural issues facing badminton and the opportunities for India. (150 words)

INTRODUCTION

Viktor Axelsen’’s retirement at age 32 — after a dominant career spanning 2018-2025 — closes a
defining era in men"s singles badminton. His 31 BWF World Tour titles, two Olympic golds, and multiple
World Championship titles place him among the sport''s greats.

The Indian Express editorial of April 17, 2026, pays tribute while using the moment to examine the

structural issues — particularly prize money parity — that Axelsen"s advocacy highlighted.

BODY

The career arc: Axelsen”s breakthrough came with the 2017 World Championship title; he then
dominated the 2020-2024 cycle with consecutive Olympic golds (Tokyo 2021, Paris 2024) — joining
China"s Lin Dan as the only male player to repeat as Olympic champion. His 31 BWF World Tour titles
place him at the upper echelon of the open era. The prize money parity advocacy: A BWF World Tour
Finals winner takes approximately USD 120,000-180,000; a comparable ATP Finals or WTA Finals winner
takes over USD 4 million — a gap of more than 20-30x.

Axelsen”s argument has been that badminton”s global viewership (particularly in Asia) does not justify
this differential. The Asian centre of gravity: Badminton is overwhelmingly an Asian sport — China,
Indonesia, Malaysia, India, Japan, South Korea, and Chinese Taipei dominate. Axelsen’’s relocation to
Dubai post-2020 and training partnerships with Asian players reflected his recognition of where the
sport”s technical and competitive centre lies. India”'s badminton ecosystem: PV Sindhu (Olympic silver
2016, bronze 2020, World Championship gold 2019) remains India"'s standout.

HS Prannoy, Lakshya Sen, Kidambi Srikanth, and doubles specialists Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty have made India a consistent presence. The Pullela Gopichand Academy has been the

institutional bedrock.
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The Premier Badminton League has provided commercial scaffolding. The structural reform
challenge: Axelsen’s legacy will partly depend on whether BWF responds with commercial reform —
broadcast rights consolidation, franchise tournaments, sponsorship platforms. India"s badminton

governance (BAl reform, transparent selection, professional management) is a parallel challenge.

CONCLUSION

Axelsen leaves behind a contradictory legacy — the most decorated non-Asian male shuttler of his
generation, who became a champion of structural reform in a sport structurally weighted toward Asia.
His prize money parity advocacy will outlast his playing career if BWF responds with serious commercial
restructuring.

For India, his retirement is both a marker of an era closing and a moment to assess whether the
country”'s badminton ecosystem can convert individual brilliance into sustained global dominance —
answering a question that goes well beyond the sport itself, to the broader question of how India

institutionalises sporting excellence.
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