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Bihar's First BJP Chief Minister: The End of
the Nitish Kumar Era

15 April 2026 - 6 minread - 2tags v

& WHY IN NEWS

On April 15, 2026, Samrat Choudhary was sworn in as Chief Minister of Bihar at Raj Bhavan, Patna —
becoming the first-ever BJP Chief Minister of Bihar. Governor Syed Ata Hasnain administered the oath
at approximately 10:50 AM. The swearing-in follows Nitish Kumar’s resignation (April 14, 2026) after

his election to the Rajya Sabha, ending his 20+ year dominance of Bihar politics.

THE POLITICAL TRANSITION

IWhat Happened

e April 14, 2026 — Nitish Kumar (JD-U) resigned as Chief Minister after being elected to the Rajya
Sabha

e April 15, 2026 — Samrat Choudhary (BJP) sworn in as CM; two Deputy CMs from JD(U) —
Bijendra Prasad Yadav and Vijay Kumar Chaudhary

® The outgoing NDA government transitions to a BJP-led NDA government without a fresh assembly

election, as BJP now leads the alliance’s seat arithmetic

ICabinet Composition (April 15, 2026)

PARTY SEATS IN ASSEMBLY (243) MINISTERS

BJP 89 (single largest) 15

JD(U) 74 15 (including 2 Deputy CMs)
LJP (Ram Vilas) 13 2

HAM (Secular) 5 1

RLM (Upendra Kushwaha) 3 1

Others / Independents Remainder —
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WHO IS SAMRAT CHOUDHARY?

IProfile
e Born: November 16, 1968 at Lakhanpur, Munger (Bihar)
e Caste: Koeri (traditionally OBC, cultivator community — part of Bihar’s “Kushwaha” vote bank)
e Political journey:
Started in Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) under Lalu Prasad Yadav
Moved to Janata Dal (United) in 2000s

Joined BJP in 2018 — became one of BJP’s key OBC faces in Bihar

e Notable positions:
Bihar Minister for Panchayati Raj (2014)
Bihar BJP State President (2023-2025) — architect of BJP’s 2025 assembly strategy

Deputy CM + Finance Minister (Jan 2024 — Apr 2026) in Nitish-led NDA government

IPolitical Significance

e OBC (Koeri) identity: BJP’s choice signals continued emphasis on non-Yadav OBC consolidation,

which has been key to NDA’s Bihar success against Mahagathbandhan’s Yadav-Muslim base
e Not a Brahmin/Thakur: Breaks older BJP stereotypes of upper-caste CMs in the Hindi belt

o Administrative experience: As Finance Minister, associated with Bihar’s 2024-25 state budget

and fiscal management

THE END OF THE NITISH KUMAR ERA

INitish Kumar — The Record

Nitish Kumar (born March 1, 1951, Bakhtiyarpur) served as Bihar CM for a total of ~18 years across

multiple terms since 2005, making him one of India’s longest-serving chief ministers.
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INitish 's Chief Ministerial Terms

TERM PERIOD COALITION

1st (brief) 3—10 March 2000 NDA (BJP-JD(U))

ond Nov 2005 — May 2014  NDA (BJP-JD(U))

3rd Feb 2015 — July 2017 Mahagathbandhan (JD(U)+RJD+Congress)
4th July 2017 — Nov 2020  NDA

5th Nov 2020 — Aug 2022  NDA

6th Aug 2022 — Jan 2024 Mahagathbandhan

7th Jan 2024 — Apr 2026 NDA

Political label: “Paltu Ram” or “Paltuchanakya” in popular commentary — a reference to his 5 coalition
switches between 2013 and 2024.
INitish ‘s Legacy — What Endures

e Law & order revival (post-2005): Kidnappings, gang violence, and “jungle raj” rhetoric sharply

reduced

e Girls’ education: Mukhya Mantri Balika Cycle Yojana (2006) — bicycles for girls who cleared

Class 9 — widely credited with boosting female enrolment
e Sushasan Babu narrative: Positioned as a governance-focused, “development” CM

o Infrastructure: Road length expanded significantly; rural electrification and water supply

improved

e Bihar’s fiscal stability: Managed state debt without fiscal collapse — though state GSDP growth

lagged national average

INitish 's Critics Argued
e Over-reliance on central schemes (labour migration, per-capita income remains among India’s

lowest)
e Chronic reverse migration during shocks (COVID, Punjab farm disruptions)

e Caste-census politics — pushed the 2023 Bihar caste survey but couldn’t translate it into lasting

policy mandates

e Pattern of defecting between coalitions diluted party ideological identity
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WHY THE SHIFT MATTERS — POLITICAL ECONOMY

IThe Coalition Arithmetic

Before 2025 elections, JD(U) and BJP were numerical equals. The 2025 assembly elections produced:
e BJP 89 (gained ~15 seats)
e JD(U) 74 (lost ~15 seats)

¢ Mahagathbandhan (RJD + Congress + Left) — significantly weaker than 2020

This made BJP the single largest party — but because of the pre-poll NDA arrangement, Nitish continued as
CM. His Rajya Sabha elevation + resignation resolves the asymmetry formally: BJP now leads, Nitish enters

central politics.

IState-Level Implications

Development agenda Continuity with a Hindutva-welfare twist (like UP under Yogi)
OBC outreach Continued — via Samrat Choudhary’s Koeri identity

Centre-state relations Tighter alignment with NDA central government

Reservation / caste census Likely to be re-calibrated (BJP preferred economic classification)

Religious/communal issues ~ May see more prominence than Nitish’s relatively secular positioning

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS — THE CM AND CHIEF MINISTERIAL CHANGE

IKey Articles

ARTICLE PROVISION

Article 164(1) “The Chief Minister shall be appointed by the Governor”

Article 164(2)  “The Council of Ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly”
Article 164(4) Non-MLA minister must be elected within 6 months
Article 163 Governor acts on “aid and advice” of CoM (constraint on discretion)

Article 174 Governor’s power to summon/prorogue state legislature
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IProcedural Path (Nitish — Samrat Choudhary)
L) Nitish Kumar resigns (April 14, 2026) — sends resignation letter to Governor

© Governor accepts resignation and invites the leader of the party with majority support — after BJP

Legislature Party meeting, Samrat Choudhary elected leader
(3] Oath administered under the Third Schedule of the Constitution (oath of office + oath of secrecy)

® Cabinet sworn in — allocation of portfolios follows within days

Importantly — no assembly dissolution required since the same pre-poll NDA coalition retains majority.

BIHAR AT A GLANCE — THE SUBSTRATE

IDemographics
e Population (2011 Census): 10.41 crore (3rd largest state)
e Literacy: 61.8% (below national 73%)
® Sex ratio: 918 (below national 940)
e Caste survey 2023: 63.1% OBC/EBC, 19.7% SC, 1.7% ST, 15.5% general
IEconomic Indicators
e Per capita income (2024-25 prov.): 371,000 (lowest among major states vs national ¥1,98,000)
e State GSDP: ~38.5 lakh crore (~2.5% of national GDP)
e Poverty rate (NITI 2023): 33.7% multidimensional poverty (highest among Indian states)

¢ Unemployment: PLFS 2023-24 — 8.2% (above national 5.5%)

IKey State Issues

e Out-migration for livelihoods (to Delhi NCR, Punjab, Gujarat, Maharashtra)
e Chronic flooding (Kosi, Gandak, Bagmati basins)

e Education & skilling gap despite significant central transfers

¢ Electricity — improved post-2012 but reliability still a challenge

e Female labour force participation — among India’s lowest
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER ANGLE

GS2 — Polity Article 164 (CM appointment); Governor’s role; coalition politics; federal structure
GS2 — State-level policy continuity; welfare schemes; administrative transitions
Governance

GS2 — Social OBC politics; non-Yadav OBC consolidation; caste census politics

Justice

GS1 — Society Bihar social indicators; migration; education gap; caste composition

Prelims Samrat Choudhary — born Nov 16, 1968, Munger; Koeri (OBC); 1st BJP CM of Bihar - Nitish’s
terms: 7 times CM since 2000 - Article 164(1) CM appointment - Bihar: 243 Assembly seats;
BJP 89 - Deputy CMs: Bijendra Prasad Yadav + Vijay Kumar Chaudhary

Interview “Has the shift from Nitish Kumar to Samrat Choudhary closed the ‘governance-focused centrist’
political space in Bihar, or does it simply update the NDA’s social coalition?”

Born Nov 16, 1968, Munger (Bihar) - Caste: Koeri (OBC) - 1st BJP CM of Bihar - Sworn in April 15,
2026 at Raj Bhavan Patna - Governor Syed Ata Hasnain - Prior: Deputy CM + Finance Minister (Jan 2024

— April 2026); Bihar BJP President (2023-25).

Born March 1, 1951, Bakhtiyarpur - Served as Bihar CM 77 times since 2000 (~18 years total) - Resigned
April 14, 2026 on election to Rajya Sabha - “Sushasan Babu” / “Paltu Ram” - JD(U) founder-leader.

243 seats - BJP 89 (single largest) - JD(U) 74 - NDA majority - Deputy CMs: Bijendra Prasad Yadav +
Vijay Kumar Chaudhary (both JD(U)).

Article 164(1) — CM appointed by Governor - Article 164(2) — collective responsibility - Article 163 —

Governor acts on aid and advice - Third Schedule — oath of office + secrecy.

Per capita income 71,000 (lowest major state) - Multidimensional poverty 33.7% - Literacy 61.8% - 243-

member Assembly - GS2: Polity.

— NEWER ARTICLE OLDER ARTICLE -

Current Affairs Today — April 15, 2026 Konyak Tribal Medicine: A Nagaland Herbal
Formulation'’s...
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