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Post-Iran War West Asia Can Open Strategic
Space for India

#: The Indian Express 10 April 2026

IE  The Indian Express 4 tags v

INTERVIEW ANGLE

"India was conspicuously absent from the Islamabad Talks that ended the US-Iran conflict —
despite having the largest economic stake. Has India's multi-alignment stance preserved
strategic flexibility or merely demonstrated strategic marginalisation?"

The 39-day US-Iran conflict that ended with the April 9, 2026 ceasefire has reconfigured West Asia’s strategic
landscape in ways that create a rare opening for India — if New Delhi has the strategic imagination and
diplomatic agility to seize it. The Indian Express argues that a weakened Iran, recalibrating Gulf states, and an
exhausted US create exactly the kind of power vacuum in which India’s patient, non-aligned diplomacy can find

purchase.

THE POST-CONFLICT WEST ASIAN ORDER

The ceasefire leaves the region fundamentally altered:

e Iran: Militarily weakened — Oman and Fordow enrichment facilities damaged, naval assets reduced;

diplomatic isolation deepened; domestic political pressure from economic hardship intensified

¢ Gulf Arab states (Saudi Arabia, UAE): Cautiously satisfied — Iran’s regional power projection

capability reduced; but wary that US commitment to Gulf security may be conditional and unreliable

e Israel: Strategically relieved — Iranian nuclear programme set back; but concerned about regional

blowback and Hezbollah/Hamas reconstitution

o USA: War-weary — domestic political pressure to disengage from Middle Eastern conflicts; Biden-

era “pivot to Asia” impulse remains; less willingness for open-ended Gulf commitments

INDIA'S STRATEGIC INTERESTS — HIGH STAKES, LOW PRESENCE

India’s economic exposure to West Asia is the highest of any major power:
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INTEREST MAGNITUDE

Crude oil from Gulf ~60% of total imports (~$80-90 billion/year)

Indian diasporain GCC ~ ~1 crore workers

Remittances from GCC ~%2lakh crore annually
IMEC corridor India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor — $5 trillion trade route
Chabahar Port (Iran) India’s access to Afghanistan and Central Asia

Despite this exposure, India was notably absent from the Islamabad Talks — the Pakistan-brokered negotiations
that ended the conflict. New Delhi’s position throughout: restrained statements urging dialogue, diplomatic

abstention at UN, continued energy purchases from both sides.

THE OPPORTUNITY — THREE STRATEGIC WINDOWS

1. Gulf Energy Partnership Deepening

With Iran weakened, Gulf states are looking for reliable, non-Western partners to anchor energy relationships.
India’s $80+ billion annual crude import bill makes it Gulf’s largest customer after China. India should leverage

this buyer power to negotiate:

® Long-term oil supply agreements at preferential rates
e Strategic petroleum reserve co-investment (Gulf SWFs investing in India’s SPR expansion)

e Joint refining infrastructure in both countries

2. Diaspora Diplomacy as State Craft

India’s 1 crore-strong GCC diaspora is an underutilised diplomatic asset. Post-conflict reconstruction in West
Asia — if the ceasefire holds — will require skilled workers, infrastructure professionals, and technical expertise.
India should negotiate bilateral frameworks that protect Indian workers’ rights, facilitate skills recognition, and

create structured pathways for diaspora investment back into India.

3. IMEC Momentum

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (announced G20, 2023) runs through UAE, Saudi Arabia,
and Jordan — bypassing Iran entirely. The post-conflict moment is an opportunity to accelerate IMEC’s physical
infrastructure agreements while Iran is diplomatically isolated. Every month of IMEC delay allows China’s Belt

and Road Initiative to deepen its infrastructure hold over the same corridor.
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THE CAUTION — AVOID PROXY ALIGNMENT

The editorial’s important caveat: India’s strategic space in West Asia derives precisely from its non-alignment.

Joining US-led security architecture in the Gulf (beyond naval cooperation against piracy) or signing mutual
defence agreements with Gulf states would compromise India’s ability to maintain independent channels with

Iran and Russia — channels that serve India’s interests.

The multi-alignment posture is not weakness — it is India’s structural advantage in a fractured multipolar
world. Exploiting the post-conflict window means economic and diplomatic engagement, not security

alignment.

The post-US-Iran conflict West Asian order — with a weakened Iran, uncertain Gulf states, and war-fatigued
USA — creates a strategic window for India to deepen energy partnerships, advance IMEC, and leverage

diaspora diplomacy. But India must avoid being drawn into great-power proxy alignments.

India’s Gulf crude: ~60% of imports; GCC diaspora: ~1 crore; GCC remittances: ~%2 lakh crore/year; IMEC:

India-ME-Europe corridor (G20 2023)

Multi-alignment, IMEC, India-Gulf energy partnership, diaspora diplomacy, post-conflict West Asia,

Islamabad Talks absence

India was absent from the Islamabad Talks despite having the largest economic stake in the US-Iran conflict’s

resolution. Does this reflect strategic restraint or strategic marginalisation?
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