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🗞️  WHY IN NEWS

India conducted two significant defence exercises simultaneously: Exercise Cyclone-IV (4th India–Egypt joint

special forces drill, April 9–17) and Exercise Brahmastra (live-fire combined arms exercise showcasing Apache

AH-64E attack helicopter firepower at Pokhran, Rajasthan).

Two exercises on consecutive days highlight India’s dual focus: expanding its network of

strategic defence partnerships globally while ensuring its war-fighting platforms and

doctrine remain operationally sharp domestically.

EXERCISE CYCLONE-IV — INDIA–EGYPT JOINT SPECIAL FORCES

PARAMETER DETAILS

Exercise name Cyclone-IV (4th edition)

Participating countries India (Indian Army) and Egypt (Egyptian Army)

Duration April 9–17, 2026

Location Egypt

Focus Joint special forces operations, counter-terrorism, HADR drills

Previous editions Cyclone-I (2022), Cyclone-II (2023), Cyclone-III (2024)

India and Egypt elevated their bilateral relationship to a Strategic Partnership during PM Modi’s visit to

Cairo in June 2023 — the first Indian PM visit to Egypt in 26 years. The partnership has deepened across:

India–Egypt Strategic Partnership

Defence: Joint Defence Committee, Exercise Cyclone series, naval exercises

Trade: ₹3,400 crore bilateral trade target; Egypt is a key node on India’s Act West trade corridor

Energy: Egypt’s Suez Canal Zone as a processing hub for Indian goods entering Europe

People-to-people: ~1.5 lakh Indian diaspora in Egypt
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Egypt’s geopolitical significance for India is multi-layered:

EXERCISE BRAHMASTRA — APACHE’S DESERT FIREPOWER

PARAMETER DETAILS

Exercise name Brahmastra

Location Pokhran Field Firing Range, Rajasthan

Date April 9, 2026

Platform showcased Boeing AH-64E Apache Guardian attack helicopter

Context Combined arms exercise — tanks, infantry, artillery, aviation

The AH-64E Apache Guardian is the world’s most advanced attack helicopter, procured by India from the

United States under the Foreign Military Sales (FMS) route.

Why Egypt Matters Strategically

Suez Canal: ~12% of global trade transits through the Suez Canal annually — vital for India’s

Europe-bound exports. Egypt-controlled access is a strategic variable India cannot ignore.

1

Arab world leadership: Egypt (90 million people) is the most populous Arab state — India’s

relationship with Egypt signals its standing in the broader Arab world

2

Israel–Gaza proximity: Egypt’s Rafah border crossing with Gaza and its traditional mediator role

makes Egypt central to West Asian stability that India cares about (for energy and diaspora)

3

Africa gateway: Egypt is the northern entry point into Africa — aligned with India’s Africa outreach4

Boeing AH-64E Apache Guardian — India’s Anti-Armour Edge
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SPECIFICATION DATA

Manufacturer Boeing Defense (USA)

India’s fleet 28 helicopters (22 with Indian Air Force + 6 with Indian Army)

Inducted 2019–2020

Engine 2 × General Electric T700-701D turboshaft

Primary weapons AGM-114 Hellfire anti-tank missiles

Other weapons AIM-92 Stinger air-to-air, Hydra-70 rockets, 30mm M230 chain gun

Sensors Longbow radar (fire-and-forget Hellfire), FLIR, night vision

Nickname “Tank in the air” — primary anti-armour platform

Modern warfare doctrine requires seamless integration of different combat arms — tanks (firepower +

protection), infantry (area control), artillery (stand-off fires), aviation (deep strike + anti-armour), and air

defence. Exercise Brahmastra tested:

Pokhran Field Firing Range in Rajasthan is India’s largest military firing range. It has strategic significance:

Combined Arms Warfare — Why Brahmastra Matters

Pop-up attacks: Apache rises briefly above terrain, fires Hellfire missiles, and retreats —

minimising exposure

1

Tank-helicopter coordination: Tanks suppress enemy anti-air while Apaches engage armoured

vehicles

2

Night warfare: FLIR and night-vision sensors allow 24-hour operational capability3

Desert warfare specifics: Heat and dust affect helicopter performance — Pokhran terrain

replicates potential Western Sector (Pakistan border) operational environment

4

Pokhran — India’s Strategic Testing Ground

Site of India’s nuclear tests: Pokhran-I (1974, “Smiling Buddha”) and Pokhran-II (1998, “Operation

Shakti”)

Hosts multiple annual exercises for Army’s western commands — terrain replicates Thar Desert

operational conditions

Rajasthan Sector: India’s most likely conventional conflict zone with Pakistan
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INDIA’S MILITARY EXERCISE ECOSYSTEM

India conducts over 80 bilateral and multilateral military exercises annually — a key instrument of defence

diplomacy:

CATEGORY EXAMPLES

USA Yudh Abhyas (Army), Vajra Prahar (Special Forces), Cope India (Air Force), MALABAR (Navy, with

Japan and Australia)

Russia Indra (Army + Navy + Air Force)

France Shakti (Army), Varuna (Navy), Garuda (Air Force)

UK Ajeya Warrior (Army), Konkan (Navy)

UAE Desert Eagle (Air Force)

Egypt Cyclone (Special Forces)

Saudi Arabia Sada Al-Janub (Army)
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📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

EXERCISE CYCLONE-IV:

EXERCISE BRAHMASTRA:

APACHE AH-64E:

POKHRAN SIGNIFICANCE:

INDIA–EGYPT (KEY FACTS):

← PREVIOUS ARTICLE

Cabinet Approves ₹41,534 Crore P&K Fertiliser
Subsidy for...

NEXT ARTICLE →

Harivansh Narayan Singh Nominated to Rajya
Sabha — Article...

Partners: India + Egypt | Edition: 4th | Duration: April 9–17, 2026 | Location: Egypt

India–Egypt Strategic Partnership: Established June 2023 (PM Modi’s Cairo visit)

Location: Pokhran Field Firing Range, Rajasthan | Date: April 9, 2026

Platform: Boeing AH-64E Apache Guardian attack helicopter

India’s fleet: 28 helicopters (22 IAF + 6 Army) | Inducted: 2019–20 | Route: FMS (USA)

Primary weapon: AGM-114 Hellfire (anti-tank guided missile)

Nickname: “Tank in the air”

Nuclear tests: 1974 (Smiling Buddha / Pokhran-I) + 1998 (Operation Shakti / Pokhran-II)

Annual military exercises: Western Command’s primary live-fire range

Egypt population: ~90 million (largest Arab state)

Suez Canal: ~12% of global trade; controlled by Egypt’s Suez Canal Authority

India diaspora in Egypt: ~1.5 lakh

Last PM visit to Egypt before Modi (2023): 26 years gap
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