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WHY IN NEWS

The Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026, notified by the Union Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, came into full effect

on April 1, 2026. The rules replace the SWM Rules 2016 and represent a significant overhaul of India’s waste

governance architecture, integrating Circular Economy principles and Extended Producer

Responsibility (EPR) for the first time in a comprehensive solid waste framework.
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KEY FEATURES OF SWM RULES 2026

1. Mandatory Four-Stream Segregation

Every household, institution, and bulk waste generator must segregate waste at source into four streams:

STREAM CONTENTS

Wet (Biodegradable)  Kitchen waste, food scraps, garden waste

Dry (Recyclable) Paper, plastic, metal, glass
Sanitary Diapers, sanitary napkins, used masks
Special Care Hazardous, e-waste, medical waste

This replaces the earlier 3-stream system (wet/dry/hazardous) and adds a dedicated sanitary waste category.

2. Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

Producers, importers, and brand owners are now legally accountable for the collection and

environmentally sound disposal of products they put into the market. EPR targets cover:

e Plastic packaging
e Multi-layered packaging

e Single-use plastics (where not banned)

Producers must register on a centralised EPR portal, report compliance, and purchase EPR certificates if targets

are not met in-house.

3. Bulk Waste Generator (BWG) Accountability

Entities meeting ANY of these thresholds qualify as BWGs and face stricter obligations:

® Generating >100 kg/day of solid waste
e Consuming >40,000 litres/day of water

e Having a built-up area >20,000 sq. m.

BWGs must process organic waste on-site (composting/biogas) or procure EBWGR (Equivalent Bulk

Waste Generator Registration) certificates from certified processors.

4. Centralised Digital Tracking Portal

A single online portal will track waste from generation — collection — processing — final disposal. It includes:
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® Generator registrations
e Compliance reporting
e Third-party audits

e EPR certificate trading

5. Polluter Pays — Environmental Compensation

Non-compliant entities face Environmental Compensation for violations such as:

e Operating without registration
® Submitting false data

e Tllegal dumping or burning

6. Landfill Restrictions

Landfilling is now restricted to non-recyclable, non-energy-recoverable, and inert waste only. All

recyclable and organic waste must be processed before any residual is sent to landfill.

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR INDIA

India generates approximately 62 million tonnes of municipal solid waste annually, of which only ~20% is
processed. Unprocessed waste ends up in open dumps — contributing to groundwater contamination, methane

emissions (a potent greenhouse gas), and urban flooding by blocking drainage.
The 2016 Rules had EPR on paper but lacked a robust tracking mechanism. The 2026 Rules address this with:

o Digital enforcement — paper-based reporting replaced with portal submissions
¢ Financial penalties — environmental compensation creates economic deterrence

¢ Circular economy integration — waste is treated as a resource, not a burden
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PREVIOUS FRAMEWORK VS. SWM RULES 2026

PARAMETER SWM RULES 2016 SWM RULES 2026
Segregation streams 3 (wet/dry/hazardous) 4 (wet/dry/sanitary/special care)
EPR framework Partial (plastic only) Comprehensive (all producers)
Digital tracking Not mandated Centralised portal mandatory
BWG threshold 100 kg/day 100 kg/day + water/area criteria
Environmental compensation =~ Not specified Explicitly prescribed

Landfill restriction Limited Restricted to residual waste only

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 3 — Environment & Ecology

® Solid waste management in urban India
e Extended Producer Responsibility: concept and application
e Circular economy vs. linear economy

e Polluter pays principle in environmental law

GS Paper 2 — Polity & Governance
e Centre-State responsibilities in urban waste management (12th Schedule)
® ULBs (Urban Local Bodies) and their functional mandates under the 74th Amendment

Prelims Fast Facts:

® SWM Rules 2026 notified under: Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
o Effective date: April 1, 2026
e Streams of segregation: 4 (wet, dry, sanitary, special care)

® BWG threshold (waste): >100 kg/day

® Ministry: MOEFCC Q
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FACTS CORNER

India’s first SWM Rules were notified in 2000, revised in 2016, now overhauled in 2026

The SWM Rules 2016 introduced the concept of EPR for plastic, but enforcement was patchy due to
lack of digital tracking

Methane from open dumps is 28x more potent than CO2 over a 100-year period — reducing

landfilling directly reduces India’s climate footprint

The 12th Schedule of the Constitution (added by 74th Amendment, 1992) lists urban services
including regulation of slaughterhouses and tanneries, but solid waste is managed under State List

(Entry 6: Public health and sanitation)

India’s National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) and Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) are
the two flagship programmes that the SWM Rules 2026 operationally support
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