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WHY IN NEWS

Myanmar’s Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Union Assembly), dominated by military-backed parties, elected Min
Aung Hlaing as the country’s 11th President on April 3, 2026. He won 429 out of 584 votes. To comply with
the constitutional bar on the President holding concurrent military command, he stepped down as Commander-

in-Chief of the Tatmadaw (Myanmar Armed Forces).
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BACKGROUND: THE 2021 COUP AND CIVIL WAR

EVENT DATE

General elections (NLD landslide victory) November 2020
Military coup; Aung San Suu Kyi arrested February 1, 2021
State of Emergency declared February 2021
People’s Defence Force (PDF) formed 2021

Civil war between Tatmadaw and PDF/ethnic armed organisations =~ 2021—present
ASEAN “Five-Point Consensus” (largely unimplemented) April 2021

Min Aung Hlaing elected President April 3, 2026

WHAT DOES THIS ELECTION MEAN?

Not a genuine democratic transition. The election:
® Was conducted by a parliament dominated by the Tatmadaw’s proxy — USDP (Union Solidarity
and Development Party) — and military-appointed members
® Was neither free nor fair; opposition parties (NLD, NUG) boycotted
e Is anominal return to an “elected” government while preserving complete army control
® Provides the junta a veneer of constitutional legitimacy

The National Unity Government (NUG) — Myanmar’s parallel government formed by elected MPs —

condemned the election as illegitimate.

INDIA-MYANMAR RELATIONS

India shares a 1,643 km land border with Myanmar across Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and

Mizoram — making Myanmar strategically vital.
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India’s Strategic Interests

INTEREST DETAILS

Connectivity Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project; India—Myanmar—Thailand Trilateral Highway

Act East Policy Myanmar is the land bridge to ASEAN; critical for trade and connectivity with Southeast Asia

Counter-insurgency  Several North-East Indian militant groups (Naga, Manipuri) have camps in Myanmar

Energy India has stakes in Myanmar’s oil and gas blocks (ONGC Videsh)
Counter-China Preventing Myanmar from becoming a client state of China — “String of Pearls” concern
HADR India provided relief during Cyclone Nargis (2008) and other disasters

India’s “Engagement over Isolation” Policy

Unlike Western nations that imposed sanctions after the 2021 coup, India has maintained a policy of

pragmatic engagement with the Myanmar military:

e Continued economic relations and border trade
® Did not condemn the coup explicitly at UNSC or UN General Assembly

e Rationale: vacuum left by India would be filled by China; protecting India’s strategic investments

Criticism: This policy is seen as sacrificing democratic values for strategic convenience; creates diplomatic

credibility concerns.

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN MYANMAR

INDICATOR DATA (2025—26)

Internally displaced persons ~3 million

People in humanitarian need  ~19 million
Casualties (military/civilian) Thousands since 2021
Territory under junta control ~ ~50% (declining)

Aung San Suu Kyi In detention; sentenced to 27 years
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UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2 — International Relations:
e India’s Myanmar policy — balancing strategic interests with democratic values
e India’s “Neighbourhood First” policy and Act East Policy
® ASEAN’s role and the Five-Point Consensus

e Conflict between sovereignty/non-interference and R2P (Responsibility to Protect)

UPSC RELEVANCE

“India’s engagement with Myanmar’s military junta reflects the hard choices of realpolitik — prioritising

border security and Act East connectivity over democratic solidarity. The question is whether this

pragmatism yields durable benefits.”

FACTS CORNER

e Tatmadaw: Myanmar’s armed forces; one of Southeast Asia’s largest; approximately 150,000—

400,000 personnel
e NLD: National League for Democracy — Aung San Suu Kyi’s party; won 2015 and 2020 elections

® NUG: National Unity Government — Myanmar’s shadow government; includes elected MPs and

ethnic representatives

o ASEAN Five-Point Consensus: Cessation of violence; dialogue; ASEAN special envoy;

humanitarian aid access; ASEAN visits — none implemented

e Kaladan Project: Indian-funded connectivity project linking Mizoram to Sittwe port (Bay of
Bengal)
¢ India—Myanmar—Thailand Highway: 1,360 km trilateral highway connecting Moreh (India) to

Mae Sot (Thailand) via Myanmar

¢ China—Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC): Part of BRI; deepens Chinese infrastructure

presence in Myanmar — a key concern for India
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