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& WHY IN NEWS

The Telangana Legislative Assembly passed the Telangana Employees Accountability and Monitoring
of Parental Support Bill, 2026, making financial support for elderly parents legally enforceable through an
automatic salary-deduction mechanism — a significant expansion on existing central law on elderly

maintenance.
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THE LEGISLATION — KEY PROVISIONS

Scope of Applicability

The bill applies to three categories of employed persons in Telangana:

® Government employees (state and central government servants based in Telangana)
2 Elected public representatives (MLAs, MLCs, MPs, local body representatives)

© Private sector employees (employed in companies registered in Telangana)

This is a notable expansion from the existing central law, which focuses primarily on adult children’s duty to

maintain parents without the salary-deduction enforcement mechanism.

Penalty Mechanism

VIOLATION PENALTY

Failure to provide financial support to elderly parent ~ Deduction of 15% of gross salary or Rs 10,000 (whichever

is lower)
Transfer of deducted amount Directly to the neglected parent’s bank account
Authority for enforcement State-designated officer or Maintenance Tribunal

Political Support

The bill received bipartisan backing — both BJP and CPI members supported it in the Telangana Assembly,

indicating broad social consensus on elder care as a cross-party value.

LEGAL CONTEXT — EXISTING FRAMEWORK

Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007

The central Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 is the primary law on

parental maintenance. Key features:
® Maintenance Tribunal: Every district must have a Maintenance Tribunal (headed by a Sub-
Divisional Magistrate or SDM-level officer) to hear complaints from senior citizens about neglect

e Maximum maintenance order: Rs 10,000 per month per applicant (revised from original Rs

5,000; some states have hiked this)

e Applicable to: Adult children and relatives (including grandchildren) with sufficient means
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e Penalty for violation: Imprisonment up to 1 month or fine up to Rs 5,000 or both

® Senior citizen: Defined as any person aged 60 years and above

Limitations of the 2007 Act That the Telangana Bill Addresses

ISSUE 2007 ACT TELANGANA 2026 BILL

Enforcement Requires filing complaint before Tribunal; slow Automatic salary deduction — no Tribunal
process filing needed

Private sector  Covered, but enforcement difficult (no salary Salary deduction enabled for private
mechanism) employees

Politicians Not explicitly covered Explicitly includes elected representatives

Proactivity Reactive (complaint-based) Proactive (government can initiate deduction)

Constitutional Basis

e Article 41 (DPSP): “The State shall, within the limits of its economic capacity and development,
make effective provision for securing the right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases

of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement and in other cases of undeserved want”

¢ Article 51A(e) (Fundamental Duty): “To promote harmony and the spirit of common

brotherhood...”; also interpreted to include duties to parents

e Entry 5, State List (Seventh Schedule): Maintenance of persons/families in distress — a state

subject

THE ELDERLY POPULATION CRISIS IN INDIA

India is undergoing a rapid demographic shift:

INDICATOR DATA

Senior citizens (60+) in 2026 ~14 crore (~10% of population)
Projected senior citizens by 2050 ~34 crore (~20% of population)
Elderly with pension/social security ~ <30% of elderly population

Old-age dependency ratio Rising — from 14.2% (2011) to projected 20%+ by 2031
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Why Enforcement Became Necessary

Urbanisation and the breakdown of the joint family system have increased cases of elderly neglect:

e Children migrate to cities; elderly parents left in villages without care
® Nuclear family norms mean parents are not co-residing with adult children
e Economic pressure on adult children leads to parental support being deprioritised

® High-profile cases (like industrialist Vijaypat Singhania, stripped of assets and left dependent)

brought the issue to public attention

NATIONAL POLICY CONTEXT

e National Policy for Senior Citizens, 2011: Comprehensive policy covering health, financial

security, welfare, and dignity of elderly persons

e Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana: Government scheme providing free assistive devices
(wheelchairs, hearing aids, spectacles) to elderly BPL beneficiaries — implemented by ALIMCO

(Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India)

¢ Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY): Pension scheme for senior citizens (60+)

providing guaranteed 7.4% annuity for 10 years; managed by LIC

e Atal Pension Yojana: For unorganised sector workers — pension at 60 years

COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION — OTHER STATES

Several Indian states have enacted or strengthened elderly care laws:

e Himachal Pradesh: Increased maximum maintenance under the 2007 Act from Rs 10,000 to Rs

20,000 per month
e Kerala: Has active elder care courts with faster disposal mechanisms

® Goa: Piloted elder care helplines integrated with police

Telangana’s salary-deduction mechanism is among the most innovative enforcement tools in India.

UPSC RELEVANCE

Prelims: Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act 2007; Article 41; Rashtriya Vayoshri

Yojana; ALIMCO; Telangana Bill 2026 — penalty 15% salary or Rs 10,000.

Mains GS-2 (Governance/Social Justice): Elder care as governance challenge; state legislation expanding
central law; enforcement mechanisms in welfare legislation; constitutional basis for elderly welfare. Mains GS-

1 (Society): Ageing population; demographic transition; breakdown of joint family; intergenerational social
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FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

Sources:

I TELANGANA ELDERLY SUPPORT BILL 2026:

Full name: Telangana Employees Accountability and Monitoring of Parental Support Bill, 2026
Date passed: March 30, 2026

Applicable to: Government employees, elected representatives, private sector employees
Penalty: 15% of gross salary or Rs 10,000 (whichever lower)

Transfer: Directly to parent’s bank account

Constitutional basis: Article 41 (DPSP — assistance in old age)

I MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE OF PARENTS AND SENIOR CITIZENS ACT, 2007:

Enforcement authority: Maintenance Tribunals (SDM-level officer at district)
Maximum maintenance order: Rs 10,000/month (some states have enhanced this)
Senior citizen: 60 years and above

Penalty for non-compliance: Up to 1 month imprisonment or Rs 5,000 fine

I INDIA’S SENIOR CITIZEN DATA:

Population (60+): ~14 crore (2026); projected 34 crore by 2050
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana: Free assistive devices for elderly BPL; implemented by ALIMCO
PMVVY: 7.4% guaranteed annuity for 10 years; managed by LIC; for persons aged 60+

National Policy for Senior Citizens: 2011

I OTHER RELEVANT FACTS:

Joint family system share in India: Declining from ~60% (1970s) to ~20% (2020s)
Vijaypat Singhania case: Prompted legislative discussion on elderly financial vulnerability

UN Principles for Older Persons: Adopted 1991 — five pillars: independence, participation, care, self-
fulfilment, dignity

Telangana Legislature , MoSJE , GKToday
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