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WTO MC14 Concludes in Cameroon — What India Achieved and What Remains
Unresolved

The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the World Trade Organization concluded on March 29, 2026 in
Yaounde, Cameroon, with 166 member delegations participating. Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal led the Indian delegation at this four-day summit (March 26—29, 2026), where key issues including

agriculture subsidies, e-commerce duties, and WTO reform dominated negotiations.

CONFERENCE OVERVIEW — MC14 AT A GLANCE

The MC14 was chaired by Luc Magloire Mbarga Atangana, Cameroon’s Minister of Trade. WTO Director-

General Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala opened the conference with a call to reinvigorate the organisation amid

rising geopolitical tensions and a fractured global trade landscape.
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IKey Facts About MC14
Full Name 14th Ministerial Conference of the WTO
Dates March 26—29, 2026
Venue Yaounde, Cameroon
Chair Luc Magloire Mbarga Atangana (Cameroon)

Participating Members 166 WTO Members
Previous MC MC13 — Abu Dhabi, UAE (February 26 — March 2, 2024)
DG Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala (Nigeria, since March 2021)

India’s Delegation Head  Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Commerce & Industry

The Ministerial Conference is the WTO’s highest decision-making body and typically meets every two years.
MC14 was the first Ministerial held in sub-Saharan Africa, signalling the growing voice of the African Group

in multilateral trade governance.

INDIA'S FIVE CORE DEMANDS AT MC14

India entered MC14 with a clear negotiating mandate. Minister Goyal articulated five priority issues on behalf of

developing countries and the Global South.

|1. Permanent Solution on Public Stockholding (PSH)

India’s most critical demand was a permanent solution to protect its food security programmes —
particularly the procurement of rice and wheat at Minimum Support Prices (MSP) — from WTO subsidy
disciplines. Under the WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture (AoA), domestic support is calculated using outdated
1986—88 reference prices, which artificially inflate India’s subsidy estimates. India argued that this
methodology is fundamentally flawed because it fails to account for inflation, population growth, and

food security imperatives.

Currently, India operates under an interim “peace clause” agreed at the Bali Ministerial (MCo, 2013),
which shields developing countries from legal challenges if they breach the 10% de minimis subsidy cap under
PSH programmes. However, this peace clause is temporary and conditional — India has been pushing for a

permanent, unconditional solution since 2013.
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|2. E-Commerce Moratorium — Opposition to Permanence

The United States and the European Union pushed to make the moratorium on customs duties on
electronic transmissions permanent at MC14. India, along with South Africa and Indonesia, resisted this
demand. India argued that the moratorium — first imposed in 1998 and extended at every subsequent
Ministerial — causes revenue loss for developing countries and constrains their ability to regulate digital

trade.

Goyal called for a “careful review” of the moratorium, citing the lack of a common understanding on its scope
and the significant revenue implications for developing economies. India’s concern is that a permanent
moratorium would lock in tariff-free treatment for cross-border digital services dominated by

American and European technology firms.

|3. Restoration of the Appellate Body

India strongly advocated for restoring a fully functional, automatic, and binding dispute settlement
mechanism. The WTO Appellate Body has been non-functional since December 2019, when the United
States blocked all judicial appointments — reducing the Body below its minimum quorum of three members

(out of a sanctioned strength of seven).

Goyal stated: “A dysfunctional Dispute Settlement System has deprived Members from effective redressal.”
Without the Appellate Body, any losing party in a trade dispute can now “appeal into the void” — filing an
appeal that cannot be heard, thereby blocking the panel ruling from taking legal effect.

|4. Opposition to IFD Agreement Incorporation

Around 60 delegations pushed for the Investment Facilitation for Development (IFD) Agreement —
finalised at MC13 by 123 WTO members — to be incorporated into the WTO’s Annex 4 as a plurilateral
agreement. India opposed this incorporation, arguing that the IFD was negotiated outside the WTO’s regular

negotiating framework and would set a precedent for bypassing consensus-based decision-making.

|5. Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT)
India pressed for stronger, more effective S&DT provisions for developing countries and Least Developed
Countries (LDCs). India argued that existing S&DT provisions are largely “best-endeavour” clauses with no

binding obligations on developed countries, rendering them ineffective in practice.

KEY OUTCOMES OF MC14

IE-Commerce: Interim Framework Adopted

The most significant outcome was the adoption of an interim pathway for e-commerce rules. 66 WTO
members — covering approximately 70% of global trade — agreed to implement baseline digital trade
disciplines through cooperative arrangements. The moratorium on customs duties was extended again, but

not made permanent — a partial win for India and other developing countries.
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IFisheries Subsidies: Agreement Celebrated

Members celebrated the entry into force of the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies on September 15,
2025. Three new members — Paraguay, Samoa, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines — formally
accepted the Agreement at MC14, bringing the total to 119 acceptors. Members committed to continuing

negotiations on outstanding issues, including overcapacity and overfishing subsidies.

IClimate-Trade Nexus: Voluntary Actions
The Coalition of Trade Ministers on Climate adopted a ministerial communique outlining a “menu of
voluntary actions” at the trade-climate interface. Additionally, 48 WTO members co-sponsoring the Fossil

Fuel Subsidy Reform initiative issued a joint statement, building on work since MC13.

IAgriculture: No Breakthrough

As expected, no permanent solution on PSH was achieved. Agriculture remains the most politically
sensitive and unresolved issue in WTO negotiations. Divergences persist between developed and developing

countries on subsidy calculation methodologies, the scope of S&DT flexibilities, and timelines for reform.

IDispute Settlement Reform: Work Programme Only

While members agreed to continue discussions on dispute settlement reform, no concrete mechanism was
established to restore the Appellate Body. The US continued to block appointments, maintaining the paralysis

that has persisted since December 2019.

MC14 VS MC13 — COMPARISON

ISSUE MC13 (ABU DHABI, 2024) MC14 (YAOUNDE, 2026)

E-Commerce Moratorium  Extended for 2 years Extended again; interim framework adopted by
66 members

Fisheries Subsidies No final agreement on Agreement entered into force (Sep 2025); 119
overcapacity acceptors

Agriculture / PSH No convergence No breakthrough; peace clause continues

Dispute Settlement Commitment to reform Work programme only; Appellate Body still

non-functional

IFD Agreement Finalised by 123 members Push for Annex 4 incorporation; India opposes
New Accessions Comoros, Timor-Leste joined Focus on LDC graduation support

(166 total)
Climate-Trade Statements on plastics, fossil Climate Coalition adopted ministerial

fuels communique
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THE DEVELOPED VS DEVELOPING COUNTRY DIVIDE

MCi4 exposed the deepening fault lines between the developed North and the developing South on trade

policy.

IDeveloped Country Positions (US, EU, Japan, Australia)
e Permanent e-commerce moratorium to lock in duty-free digital trade
® Resist PSH permanent solution — argue it distorts agricultural trade
e Push IFD incorporation as a plurilateral under WTO framework

e C(Climate-trade integration with binding commitments

IDeveloping Country Positions (India, South Africa, Indonesia, African Group)
e Oppose permanent moratorium — revenue loss, digital sovereignty concerns
¢ Demand PSH permanent solution — food security is non-negotiable
e Resist IFD incorporation — bypasses consensus-based negotiating
® S&DT must be binding, not “best-endeavour”
o Appellate Body restoration as top priority
India’s Commerce Minister Goyal asserted that consensus must remain central to WTO legitimacy —

any attempt to push through plurilateral agreements without full membership buy-in would undermine the

multilateral trading system.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

UPSC RELEVANCE

WTO Ministerial Conferences, Agreement on Agriculture (AoA), Fisheries Subsidies Agreement,
Appellate Body, E-commerce Moratorium, Public Stockholding (PSH), Bali Peace Clause (2013), IFD

Agreement.

MAINS GS-2:

Important international institutions — WTO structure and functioning, India’s role in multilateral trade

negotiations.

MAINS GS-3:

Liberalisation, trade policy, food security, agricultural subsidies, e-commerce regulation.

ESSAY/INTERVIEW:

Is the WTO still relevant in an era of unilateralism and bilateral trade deals?
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FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

| WTO MC14 — CORE DATA:

MC14 venue: Yaounde, Cameroon (March 26—29, 2026)
MCi4 Chair: Luc Magloire Mbarga Atangana (Cameroon’s Trade Minister)
WTO Director-General: Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala (Nigeria; took office March 1, 2021)
Total WTO membership: 166 (after Comoros and Timor-Leste joined at MC13)
WTO headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
WTO established: January 1, 1995 (successor to GATT, 1947)
India’s delegation head at MC14: Piyush Goyal (Commerce & Industry Minister)
I E-COMMERCE MORATORIUM:
First imposed: 1998 (Geneva Ministerial)
Extended at: every subsequent Ministerial since 1998
MC14 interim framework: adopted by 66 members (~70% of global trade)
India’s concern: revenue loss, digital sovereignty, tech firm dominance
I PUBLIC STOCKHOLDING (PSH):
Peace Clause: agreed at Bali MC9g (December 2013)

Purpose: shields developing countries from legal challenge if they breach 10% de minimis subsidy cap
under PSH

Reference prices used: 1986—88 (outdated — India demands update)

India’s key PSH programmes: PDS (Public Distribution System), NFSA (National Food Security Act,
2013)

I FISHERIES SUBSIDIES AGREEMENT:
Entry into force: September 15, 2025
Total acceptors at MC14: 119 WTO members
New acceptors at MC14: Paraguay, Samoa, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Negotiation mandate: SDG 14.6 — end fisheries subsidies that contribute to overcapacity and
overfishing

I WTO APPELLATE BODY:

Sanctioned strength: 7 members
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Minimum quorum: 3 members
Non-functional since: December 10, 2019
Reason: US blocked all judicial appointments (since 2017)

MPIA (Multi-Party Interim Appeal Arbitration): alternative used by ~54 WTO members; India, US,
Russia not participants

| MC13 (ABU DHABI, 2024):
Dates: February 26 — March 2, 2024

Key outcomes: fisheries subsidies agreement reached, e-commerce moratorium extended 2 years, IFD
finalised by 123 members, no PSH solution

New accessions: Comoros, Timor-Leste

I OTHER RELEVANT FACTS:

Agreement on Agriculture (AoA): part of Uruguay Round (1986—94); entered into force January 1,
1995

AoA three pillars: market access, domestic support, export subsidies

India’s de minimis cap: 10% of value of production (for developing countries)
Developed countries’ de minimis: 5%

WTO Ministerial Conference: highest decision-making body; meets every 2 years

MCi14 was the first Ministerial held in sub-Saharan Africa

Sources: WTO , PIB , BusinessStandard , Down to Earth
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