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🗞️  WHY IN NEWS

World Water Day 2026, observed on March 22, carries the theme “Water and Gender” with the campaign

slogan “Where water flows, equality grows”. Professor Kaveh Madani (Iran) has been named the 2026

Stockholm Water Prize Laureate — the youngest recipient in the prize’s history.

Theme: Water and Gender

The 2026 theme highlights the disproportionate burden women and girls bear in water-scarce regions:

IMPACT AREA DATA

Time spent fetching

water

Women and girls spend an estimated 200 million hours daily globally

Education impact In sub-Saharan Africa, girls miss up to 40% of school days due to water collection

duties

Health risks Contaminated water and poor sanitation cause 60% of maternal deaths in developing

nations

Economic cost Women’s unpaid water labour is valued at $24 billion/year globally

The campaign argues that when women have reliable water access, they gain time for education, economic

participation, and healthcare — creating a multiplier effect on community development.

Stockholm Water Prize 2026: Kaveh Madani

Professor Kaveh Madani, Director of the United Nations University Institute for Water,

Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH), was announced as the 2026 laureate at UNESCO

Headquarters, Paris.

Why this is significant:

World Water Day 2026: The Gender-Water Nexus

Age 44 — youngest laureate in the prize’s 35-year history

First UN official and first former politician to receive the honour
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The prize will be presented by H.M. King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden during World Water Week in

Stockholm, August 2026. The award includes 1 million SEK (~$95,000) and a crystal sculpture.

India’s Water Challenges

India presents one of the world’s most complex water governance scenarios:

INDICATOR DATA

Water stress level 40% of India’s territory is water-stressed

Per capita water availability ~1,486 m³/year (2021) — approaching stressed threshold of 1,700 m³

Groundwater extraction India is the world’s largest groundwater user (~25% of global extraction)

Rivers polluted 351 river stretches in India identified as polluted (CPCB 2024)

Key Government Initiatives

World Water Day Conclave 2026

The Ministry of Jal Shakti is hosting the World Water Day Conclave 2026 in New Delhi on March 23,

bringing together policymakers, state water boards, urban local bodies, infrastructure developers, and water-

technology firms to review progress under flagship water schemes.

Recognised for bridging water science with policy and diplomacy — his work has shifted

global water debates from infrastructure solutions to governance reform

Introduced the concept of “water bankruptcy” — where water shortages are systemic failures, not

temporary crises

In January 2026, he declared the world has entered an era of “global water bankruptcy”

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): Launched 2019; target — functional tap connection to every rural

household; extended to 2028

1

Atal Bhujal Yojana: Community-led groundwater management in 7 water-stressed states; budget

Rs 6,000 crore

2

Namami Gange Programme: Rs 20,000 crore for Ganga rejuvenation; focuses on sewage

treatment, riverfront development

3

Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Annual campaign for water conservation (rainwater harvesting, watershed

development)

4

National Water Mission: Under National Action Plan on Climate Change; target — 20%

improvement in water use efficiency

5
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UPSC RELEVANCE

World Water Day theme 2026, Stockholm Water Prize, SDG 6, per capita water availability data.

MAINS GS-1:

Water scarcity and its social impact on women.

MAINS GS-2:

Government water schemes — JJM, Atal Bhujal Yojana, Namami Gange.

MAINS GS-3:

Water resource management, groundwater depletion, climate change impact on water security.
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📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

WORLD WATER DAY 2026:

STOCKHOLM WATER PRIZE 2026:

INDIA’S WATER PROFILE:

OTHER RELEVANT FACTS:

Date: March 22 (observed annually since 1993)

Theme: “Water and Gender”

Slogan: “Where water flows, equality grows”

Designated by: UNGA Resolution A/RES/47/193 (December 1992)

2025 Theme: “Water for Peace”

Coordinated by: UN-Water

Laureate: Professor Kaveh Madani (Iran)

Institution: UNU-INWEH (United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment and Health)

Age: 44 (youngest ever)

Prize: 1 million SEK (~$95,000) + crystal sculpture

Presented by: H.M. King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden

Often called: “Nobel Prize of Water”

Established: 1991 by Stockholm Water Foundation

Per capita water availability: ~1,486 m³/year (2021)

Water stress threshold: 1,700 m³/person/year (Falkenmark Indicator)

World’s largest groundwater user: ~25% of global extraction

Polluted river stretches: 351 (CPCB, 2024)

JJM budget: Rs 3.60 lakh crore; extended to 2028

SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation (target year: 2030)

2.2 billion people lack safely managed drinking water globally (UN 2024)

Atal Bhujal Yojana: Rs 6,000 crore; 7 states (Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, MP, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, UP)

Namami Gange: Rs 20,000 crore; launched 2014
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Sources: UN-Water , SIWI , Down to Earth , FAO , PIB
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