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National Dental Commission Replaces DCI —
Landmark Healthcare Reform

22 March 2026 - 3 minread - 2tags v

& WHY IN NEWS

The Government of India formally constituted the National Dental Commission (NDC) on March 19, 2026,
replacing the decades-old Dental Council of India (DCI). The Dentists Act, 1948 stands repealed with the NDC

Act coming into force.

NDC: A New Era for Dental Education and Regulation

IWhy Was Reform Needed?
The Dental Council of India (DCI), established under the Dentists Act, 1948, had faced decades of criticism for:

ISSUE IMPACT

Lack of transparency Opaque inspection and approval processes for dental colleges
Quality concerns Mushrooming of substandard dental colleges, especially private ones
Regulatory capture Allegations of corruption in accreditation and recognition

Outdated curriculum Syllabus not aligned with global dental education standards

No fee regulation Unchecked fees in private dental colleges burdening students

India has ~310 dental colleges — the largest number in the world — producing ~26,000 dental
graduates annually. Yet the dentist-to-population ratio remains poor at approximately 1:10,000 (WHO

recommendation: 1:7,500), indicating a maldistribution rather than shortage.

IStructure of the NDC

The NDC comprises three autonomous boards:
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BOARD FUNCTION

Undergraduate and Postgraduate Dental Set curriculum standards, approve institutions, regulate
Education Board admissions

Dental Assessment and Rating Board Rate and assess dental colleges, conduct inspections
Ethics and Dental Registration Board Maintain dental register, enforce professional ethics,

handle complaints

Chairperson: Dr. Sanjay Tewari

IKey Functions

® Frame regulations for dental education aligned with global benchmarks

® Conduct rating and assessment of all dental institutions

(3] Evaluate human resources needs and promote dental research

o Frame fee regulation guidelines for private dental colleges

5 Establish standards for community dental care, education, research, and ethics
IReform Parallel: NMC

The NDC reform mirrors the replacement of the Medical Council of India (MCI) by the National Medical

Commission (NMC) in 2020:

FEATURE MCI —» NMC (2020) DCI — NDC (2026)

Old body Medical Council of India Dental Council of India

Old law Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 Dentists Act, 1948

New body National Medical Commission National Dental Commission
New law NMC Act, 2019 NDC Act

Boards 4 autonomous boards 3 autonomous boards

Fee regulation Yes (top 50% private seats) Yes (guidelines pending)

Ilmpact on Students and Practitioners

® Students: Standardised admission processes, regulated fees in private colleges, updated curriculum

e Practitioners: National dental register, uniform ethical standards, continuing education

requirements

e Rural areas: NDC mandated to promote community dental care — could improve rural dental

services
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UPSC RELEVANCE

NDC structure, Dentists Act 1948, NMC parallel.

MAINS GS-2:

Healthcare governance reform, regulatory bodies in India, quality of medical education.

GS-4:

Ethics in medical profession, accountability in regulatory bodies.
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FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

I NATIONAL DENTAL COMMISSION (NDC):

Constituted: March 19, 2026

Replaces: Dental Council of India (DCI)

Repeals: Dentists Act, 1948

Chairperson: Dr. Sanjay Tewari

3 Boards: UG/PG Education, Assessment & Rating, Ethics & Registration
I INDIA’S DENTAL EDUCATION:

Dental colleges: ~310 (largest in the world)

Annual graduates: ~26,000

Dentist-to-population ratio: ~1:10,000 (WHO recommends 1:7,500)

First dental college in India: Nair Hospital Dental College, Mumbai (1938)
I PARALLEL REFORM — NMC:

National Medical Commission (NMC): Replaced MCI in 2020

NMC Act, 2019: Repealed Indian Medical Council Act, 1956

NMC has 4 boards: UG, PG, Assessment, Ethics

NEXT (National Exit Test): Common licensing exam under NMC
I OTHER RELEVANT FACTS:

India’s medical colleges: 766+ (as of 2025)

AYUSH regulatory bodies: National Commission for Indian System of Medicine (NCISM), National
Commission for Homeopathy (NCH)

Allied healthcare: National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions Act, 2021

Indian Nursing Council: Regulatory body for nursing education (est. 1947)

Sources: ANI , FreePressJournal , TelanganaToday , PIB
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