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& WHY IN NEWS

Chapchar Kut, Mizoram’s major spring festival, was celebrated with week-long festivities in Aizawl with the

2026 theme “Zo nun ze mawi — Inremna” (Mizo Ethics — Reconciliation), showcasing the Cheraw bamboo

dance, folk music, and traditional art.

WHAT IS CHAPCHAR KUT?

Chapchar Kut is the most important festival of the Mizo people of Mizoram, celebrated every year in
March in the state capital Aizawl. It is a spring festival deeply rooted in the jhum (shifting cultivation)

agricultural cycle.

ETYMOLOGY

Chap — flat bamboo pieces laid for sitting/drying
Char — a place where bamboo and trees are burnt for jhum

Kut — festival
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The festival marks the period after the jungle has been cleared and burnt for jhum cultivation, but

before sowing begins — a time of rest, celebration, and community bonding.

2026 CELEBRATIONS

Detail Information

Year 2026

Theme “Zo nun ze mawi — Inremna” (Mizo Ethics — Reconciliation)
Duration Week-long festivities

Venue Aizawl, Mizoram

Key attraction Cheraw (bamboo dance)

THE CHERAW — BAMBOO DANCE

The Cheraw is Mizoram’s most iconic dance form and the centrepiece of Chapchar Kut celebrations.

HOW IT IS PERFORMED
Pairs of dancers tap long bamboo poles rhythmically on the ground and against each other
Other dancers step in and out of the moving poles with precise timing
Accompanied by traditional songs and drums

Requires exceptional coordination between pole operators and dancers

Gl TAG
The Cheraw has been identified as a potential candidate for GI (Geographical Indication) tagging to

protect its cultural identity.

CULTURAL AND AGRICULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

CONNECTION TO JHUM CULTIVATION

Jhum (shifting cultivation) has been the traditional farming method of the Mizo people for centuries:

Forest clearing — trees and undergrowth are cut

Burning — cleared vegetation is burnt (the “char” phase)
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Rest/celebration — Chapchar Kut falls here
Sowing — seeds are planted in the ash-enriched soil

Harvesting — followed by other festivals

VALUES PROMOTED

Respect for elders

Community service (Tlawmngaihna — the Mizo concept of selfless service)

Mutual support
Social harmony and reconciliation
Gratitude toward nature

Connection with ancestral traditions

OTHER KEY MIZO FESTIVALS

Festival Season Significance

Chapchar Kut March (spring) Post-clearing, pre-sowing celebration
Mim Kut August-September  Festival of the dead; maize harvest

Pawl Kut December Harvest thanksgiving; year-end celebration
Thalfavang Kut — Hunting festival (historically)
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MAJOR FESTIVALS OF NORTHEAST INDIA (COMPARISON)

Festival Month Significance
Bihu Assam April Harvest; Assamese New Year
(Bohag/Rongali)
Hornbill Festival Nagaland December “Festival of Festivals”; tribal showcase
Wangala Meghalaya November Garo post-harvest thanksgiving (100-drum
festival)
Sangai Festival Manipur November State festival; named after brow-antlered deer
Chapchar Kut Mizoram March Spring; jhum cycle celebration
Losar Sikkim/Arunachal February- Tibetan Buddhist New Year
March
Myoko Arunachal March Apatani tribe; friendship and fertility
Pradesh
Me-Dam-Me-Phi Assam January 31 Tai-Ahom ancestor worship

JHUM CULTIVATION — UPSC CONTEXT

WHAT IS JHUM?
Jhum (also called slash-and-burn or shifting cultivation) involves:
Clearing a patch of forest
Burning vegetation to release nutrients into soil
Cultivating for 1-3 years
Abandoning the plot and moving to a new one

Allowing the old plot to regenerate (fallow period: traditionally 15-20 years, now shortened to 3-5

years)

UPSC ANGLE
Environmental concern: deforestation, soil erosion, biodiversity loss, reduced fallow periods
Cultural identity: integral to tribal way of life in NE India

Government approach: NITI Aayog’s report on Mission for Transformation of Jhum

recommends shifting to settled agriculture; but tribal communities resist forced change
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Related: National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA); North Eastern Region Vision 2020

UPSC RELEVANCE

Chapchar Kut (Mizoram, March, spring, jhum cycle), Cheraw (bamboo dance), Tlawmngaihna (Mizo

selfless service concept), other NE festivals (Bihu, Hornbill, Wangala, Sangai).

MAINS GS1:

Tribal culture and festivals of NE India; significance of jhum cultivation in tribal identity; art forms as

intangible cultural heritage.

MAINS GS3:

Jhum cultivation — environmental impact vs cultural preservation; Mission for Transformation of

Jhum.
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| CHAPCHAR KUT:

Primary dance: Cheraw (bamboo dance)

I MIZO FESTIVALS:

Chapchar Kut (March) — spring/jhum

I NE INDIA FESTIVALS:

| JHUM CULTIVATION:

I OTHER RELEVANT FACTS:

Sources: GKToday , Ministry of Culture
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21 Feb
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State: Mizoram; Month: March; Type: spring festival

Pawl Kut (December) — harvest thanksgiving

Also called: slash-and-burn / shifting cultivation

NITI Aayog: Mission for Transformation of Jhum

Mizoram capital: Aizawl; statehood: February 20, 1987

Mizoram literacy rate: ~91.58% (2nd highest after Kerala)

FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

Connected to: jhum (shifting cultivation) cycle — post-clearing, pre-sowing

2026 theme: “Zo nun ze mawi — Inremna” (Mizo Ethics — Reconciliation)

Tlawmngaihna: Mizo concept of selfless service for the community
Mim Kut (Aug-Sep) — maize harvest; remembrance of the dead

Bihu (Assam, April); Hornbill (Nagaland, Dec); Wangala (Meghalaya, Nov)
Sangai (Manipur, Nov); Losar (Sikkim, Feb-Mar); Me-Dam-Me-Phi (Assam, Jan 31)

Traditional fallow: 15-20 years; current: 3-5 years (unsustainable)

Environmental concerns: deforestation, soil erosion, biodiversity loss

Mizo society: predominantly Christian (~87%); egalitarian social structure

INDIAN EXPRESS

Preah Vihear Temple — ICJ, Sovereignty, and
the Limits of Colonial Cartography

14 Mar

THE HINDU

The National Song Question — Vande
Mataram, Identity, and India's Plural
Democracy

26 Jan
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