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Down to Earth March 2026 — Powering

Transition, Tiger Corridors & Green vs Green
Conflict

- Down to Earth March 2026 (1-15 & 16-31) GS2 GS3

0 f Down to Earth EDITION

) ¥ MAINS: GS Paper 2 GS Paper 3
= (CSE - Fortnightly March 2026 (1-15 & 16-31)

EDITION OVERVIEW

Down to Earth’s March 2026 double edition covers South India’s renewable energy revolution, the green-vs-
green conflict in Rajasthan’s Thar desert, coal mining threatening critical tiger corridors, environmental
contaminants in breast milk, the SOE 2026 report findings, CAQM emission norms, pesticide toxicity data,
the Aravalli mining controversy, community conservation in Ladakh, Khejri trees under threat from solar
parks, regressive Van Panchayat amendments in Uttarakhand, the revival of the endangered Guggul tree in

Madhya Pradesh, and tribal self-reliance in Chhattisgarh.

KEY TERMS

® SOE 2026 — State of India’s Environment report (CSE/DTE annual)

e Planetary Boundaries — 9 Earth system limits (Stockholm Resilience Centre, 2009); 7 now

breached
e Pavagada Solar Park — 2,050 MW, Karnataka (Tumkur district)

e Orans — Traditional sacred groves in Rajasthan; grazing lands, water catchments, biodiversity
hubs

e Khejri — Prosopis cineraria; sacred to Bishnoi community; roots up to 9om deep

e Guggul — Commiphora wightii; TUCN Critically Endangered; medicinal gum/resin

® Van Panchayats — Community forest management institutions unique to Uttarakhand
e CAQM — Commission for Air Quality Management (Delhi-NCR)

e Cha Tsogspa — Community conservation group protecting migratory birds in Mudh Valley,
Ladakh

e TIPBES — Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
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e Pax Silica — US-led coalition for critical minerals supply chain security

Sources: DowntoEarth , CSE

| 22 Chapters in this Edition

o Powering Transition — India's Renewable Energy Revolution (Cover
Story)

Green vs Green Conflict — Renewables Expansion vs Biodiversity in
Rajasthan

Coal Mining Threatening Critical Tiger Corridors

Unwanted Burden — Environmental Contaminants in Human Breast
Milk Across India

State of India's Environment (SOE) 2026 Report
CAQM Emission Norms for Delhi-NCR Industries

Poisoned Promise — Rising Pesticide Toxicity and India's Heavy Burden

Supreme Court's Aravalli Definition — Mining Controversy
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Community Conservation of Ruddy Shelducks in Ladakh

Unwanted Barter — Khejri Trees Felled for Solar Parks in the Thar

Uttarakhand Van Panchayat Amendments — Regressive Reforms

Revival of the Endangered Guggul Tree (Madhya Pradesh)

Tribal Self-Reliance in Jabarra (Chhattisgarh)

Key Reports & Indices Mentioned

Himalayan Fire Shift — Forest Fires Climbing to Unprecedented
Heights

Things Fall Apart — The Great Fragmentation and the Global
Geopolitical Crisis

Great Nicobar Dilemma — Strategic Development vs Constitutional
Environmentalism

Liveable Cities Need a New Model — Lessons from Delhi's Urban
Collapse
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a Amazon Turned Carbon Source — 2023 Drought, Tipping Points, and
Climate Science

a India's Challenging Al Predicament — Jobs, Sovereignty, and the Data
Centre Gamble

a The Great Pivot — China's Coal Flexibility Reform and Lessons for India

a Poverty, Sans the Threshold — A New Way to Measure Deprivation
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