
U P S C  &  S T A T E  P C S  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S    ·    U J I YA R I . C O M

MAGAZINE NOTES

Rubaya Coltan Mine Collapse
& Rat-Hole Mining

15 February 2026 · IR ENVIRONMENT · GS2 GS3

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary
UPSC Educator & Content Creator

linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes
Free UPSC notes, MCQs, PYQ analysis. 100%
Free.

bharatnotes.com →

📢  ADVERTISE

Advertise with Ujiyari
Reach thousands of UPSC aspirants daily.

✉ epicbharat@gmail.com

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

Rubaya Coltan Mine Collapse & Rat-Hole Mining 1 / 3

https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/


Rubaya Coltan Mine (DRC)

Rat-Hole Mining (Meghalaya)

UPSC Angle

📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

RUBAYA MINE (DRC):

RAT-HOLE MINING:

Located in North Kivu province, Democratic Republic of Congo

Recently collapsed, killing over 200 people

Accounts for 15% of global Coltan (columbite-tantalite) supply

Coltan refined into tantalum — heat-resistant rare metal critical for semiconductors, aerospace, EV

batteries

East Jaintia Hills: Site of recent disastrous coal mine collapse

Rat-hole mining persists illegally despite 2014 NGT ban and Supreme Court directives

GS3: Mineral resources, mining regulation

GS2: International affairs (DRC conflict minerals)

Location: North Kivu, DRC

Global coltan share: 15%

Product: tantalum (semiconductors, aerospace, EVs)

Deaths in collapse: 200+

Location: East Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya

Ban: NGT, 2014; Supreme Court directives
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