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Blackbuck Conservation & Sal Heartwood
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¢ Down to Earth Chapter 16 - 1 minread -

IBlackbuck (Antilope cervicapra)

e Keystone grassland species; population reflects health of grassland ecosystems
e Conservation status: Schedule I (Wildlife Protection Act, 1972); Vulnerable (IUCN Red List)

¢ Ganjam district (Odisha): Sole blackbuck habitat in the state; population surged to 9,287

(increase of 2,412 since 2020)

® Success driven by community reverence and reduced poaching — not aggressive fencing

ISal Tree (Shorea robusta) & Heartwood Borer
e Sal: second most important timber species in India after teak
® Dominates tropical moist deciduous forests (~10 million hectares total cover)
® MP and Chhattisgarh account for >25% of sal cover

e Sal Heartwood Borer (Hoplocerambyx spinicornis): Family Cerambycidae; causing severe

epidemic in MP and Chhattisgarh
e Highly attracted to tree sap and resin
e Control: “Trap Tree Method” — healthy trees (60-90 cm girth) cut and beaten to release sap,

intoxicating borers for manual killing

lupsc Angle

® GS3: Biodiversity, species conservation, pest management
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FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

| BLACKBUCK:

Scientific name: Antilope cervicapra

WPA status: Schedule I; ITUCN: Vulnerable

Ganjam (Odisha) population: 9,287 (up 2,412 since 2020)
| SAL TREE & HEARTWOOD BORER:

Sal rank: 2nd most important timber species (after teak)

Sal cover: ~10 million hectares; MP + Chhattisgarh: >25%

Borer: Hoplocerambyx spinicornis (Cerambycidae)

Control: Trap Tree Method (60-90 cm girth trees)

Blackbuck Conservation & Sal Heartwood Borer

3/4


https://ujiyari.com/

N\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary

UPSC Educator & Content Creator

[ linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

M Read Full Article on Ujiyari —

https://ujiyari.com/magazines/2026/down-to-earth-february-2026/blackbuck-conservation-sal-heartwood-borer/

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes

Free UPSC study platform — subject-wise notes across all 4 GS papers, Prelims MCQs, Mains answer frameworks,
PYQ analysis & progress tracking. 100% Free * No Login Required.

Start Preparing — bharatnotes.com

vt OPPORTUNITY

Advertise with Ujiyari

Reach thousands of serious UPSC & State PCS aspirants daily through our PDFs, website, and social channels.

Ideal for: Coaching institutes * EdTech platforms ¢ Book publishers « Exam prep apps

B epicbharat@gmail.com

Write to us for rates & media kit

- m mm mm mm mm m Em mm mm mm o mm o Em my

Free UPSC & State PCS Current Affairs - ujiyari.com - bharatnotes.com

Blackbuck Conservation & Sal Heartwood Borer

4/4


https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://ujiyari.com/magazines/2026/down-to-earth-february-2026/blackbuck-conservation-sal-heartwood-borer/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Placement%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/

